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NOVEMBER COVER 


Jeanne Breck—instruc- 
tor of Undersea Tours, 
Bermuda—rests on water 
tank of 
masted schooner near 


wrecked four- 


out-lying reefs. Trophy is 
a water pitcher from gal- 
ley. Full story of Bermu- 
da Undersea Tours on 
Page 12. 
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SCUBA 


**Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus” 


AIR VS. OXYGEN 


By STIRLING H. PIERCE 


After reading Max Nohl’s article. 
“Oxygen vs. Air.” in the December 
issue of the SKIN DIVER, I want to en- 
ter a protest in behalf of the use of air. 

| understand that Mr. Nohl’s exper- 
ience as a diver qualifies him to write 
such an article. but I feel that he has 
omitted some of the essential facts in the 
controversy. It has also come to my at- 
tention that he is one of the officers of 
Diving Equipment and Supply Company. 
makers of three types of recirculating ap- 
paratus, and though this doubtless does 
not bias Mr. Nohl in favor of this type 
of self-contained gear. I feel that it should 
be retained upon the record. 

In the past T have on numerous occa- 
sions dived with recirculating apparatus. 
in fact. 1 owned the predecessor to the 
present Desco model B lung and used it 
without incident for over a year back 
when the Aqua-lung was only an embryo 
in the mind of Commander Cousteau. I 
have also used the M.S.A. recirculating 
apparatus many times. so I feel that. 
I am still qualified to evaluate the merits 
of the recirculating apparatus. 

The main drawback of the oxygen-re- 
circulating type of apparatus is. of 
course. the fact that it uses pure oxygen. 
Oxygen may be fine for high-altitude fly- 
ing and for breathing at atmospheric 
pressure. but complications arise when it 
is breathed at pressures exceeding one 
atmosphere. T will not here go into the 
medical physiology of oxygen under pres- 
sure except to note that oxygen poisoning 
is in reality due to an excess of carbon 
dioxide in the blood.* When pure oxy- 
ven is breathed at any pressure it acts 
upon the nerve mechanisms that control 
the breathing reflex, that is. it exerts a 
blanket control over these carbon diox- 
ide-sensitive receptors in such a manner 
that breathing is maintained at a slow 
rate even when there is a high carbon 
dioxide percentage in the blood. This can 
be easily demonstrated by forced breath- 
ing of pure oxygen and then noting the 
length of time the breath can be held. 
The longest time to my knowledge was a 


period of fifteen minutes, thirtee: sec- 
onds, ** although it may have be: n ex. 
tended since. 

As the pressure upon the body is in- 
creased. the dissolved oxygen in the body 
fluids is increased. with a correspo ding 
increase in the aforementioned b/anket 
effect upon the breathing reflex. ‘f the 
pressure is increased to twenty-tw» psi, 
corresponding to a depth of about ‘orty- 
eight feet. the carbon dioxide conc«ntra- 
tion is the body soon reaches an intoler- 
able level and symptoms of oxyge poi- 
soning set in—twitching of the lips. con- 
vulsions. blackout. and finally death, if 
allowed to continue unchecked. lt nder 
experimental conditions in a_ pressure 
tank. such pressures are not dangerous 
because as soon as the symptoms occur, 
the diver may be brought back to atmos. 
pheric pressure and treated if necessary, 
but in the water the diver is in a worse 
predicament and his removal to atmos: 
pheric pressure is often difficult. espe- 
cially if he blacks out. In such cases, 
moreover. treatment is usually miles 
away. 

Here must enter the perennial argu 
ment: “But if you don’t dive in excess 
of thirty-six feet vou won't get oxygen 
poisoning.” This is entirely true and is 
a perfectly valid argument IF it is abided 
by. It very often is not. 

It is true that most fish. and unde: 
niably the most beautiful scenery are 
located in depths of forty feet or less, 
and it is also true that a diver runs into 
decompression problems at depths greater 
than forty feet. It remains that human 
nature is such that the diver is often 
tempted to go deeper. and who could deny 
the tempeation of a big jewfish in a small 
cave fifty feet from the surface? ore: 
over. anyone who has ever dived will 


Footnotes: : 
*C, J. Lambertson et al. Journal of Applied 
Physiology, 5, 471-86 (1953). 


**R. H. Davis Deep Diving and Submarine 
Dperations, 329 (1951). 
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know how seldom a diver consults his 

depth gauge if he even has one, and how ° 

easy it is to find oneself at fifty or sixty y fa e - to 
fect. 


[t must be understood that I am not 
condemning oxygen gear. It has a defi- ’ g : — 
nite place in the roster of diving equip- Worlds Finest Skindivin Islands 
ment, and used in shallow water by an 
experienced operator is without doubt the 
most convenient and economical gear for 


underwater work where the diver must of the modern man-fish and mermaid. Stalk your quarry with spear 
perform some salvage job: recovery of 


Head for a submarine safari in the happy hunting grounds 


or camera through crystal-clear coral seas. All within brief 


meorings. defouling of propellors. ete. 5 i 
[t is not, however, strictly applicable to hours from New York by B.O.A.C. Speedbirds. 
sk n diving. 
‘he skin diver, because of the very na- Fast, frequent flights and connections between 
tuie of the sport, is forced to make Tre- . 
pe ited trips to the surface, unloading abs. New York and these enchanted isles 
sec- | fis’). bugs. or whatever he is fishing. All 


inex. § divers find that it is not efficient to try to 
‘airy more than a certain number of their 

s in- h with them. and sooner or later they 

» body J must surface to unload. Such repeated 
' ding trips to the surface mean little to the man 
‘lanket § using the throw-away type of apparatus 
f the § lik the compressed air lung. but the man 
vo psi, | using a rebreather will find that after a 
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Nassau 


orty- | few such trips to the surface his oxygen 
-ontra: { supply is gone, all used up when he must Round Trip $9Y* Tourist. Round Trip 9168* Tourist, 

oler. exhaust his breather-bag on his way to Only 3% Meurs air-time from New $185° First Class. 

pol- a = eed font ? hea 10 ie renee York sets you down in this year-round Fly Non-Stop from New York to Nas- 
e h if . er pn pam —— paradise of sea and sand, sunshine and sau — heart of the Bahamas. While 
Under ee et a ae aca ole a palms—with its leisured luxury and there, explore the fabulous Outer Is- 
ihe aks uhh athe tx on Old World flavor. lands by comfortable flying boat. 





ierous f haust oxygen on the way to the surface is 
occur, f invariably inadequate (or inoperative on 

mos-§ badly maintained gear). In any case, the 
essary, § exhausting of the oxygen from the breath- 
iL worse § er-bag upon returning to the surface is 
aimos: § very necessary so as to prevent any pres- 
|. espe § sure from building up in the bag. and 
} cases, J anything which inhibits this exhausting is 


miles§ dangerous. Any pressure which builds Montego Bay 


up in the breather-bag is directly trans- 

















| iru} mitted to the lungs of the user. especially JAMAICA— Round Trip 199° Tourist, Round Trip $270* Tourist. 
) exeessf_in the type of apparatus in which the ae ve 
oxygen breather-bag connections are to a full or $2124 First Class. Fly B.O.A.C. to an exotic holiday in 
and isf face mask. and such pressure if not re- 5'2 Magic Hours air-time from New history-rich Barbados—a new Carib- 
-abided§ lieved can cause lung rupture and “air York to Montego Bay, on Jamaica's bean adventure. 
embolism.” world-famous North Coast with its 
1 unde- It has been my experience with every spectacular mountains and broad Also, rom Miami —B.O.A.C. flights 
ery on trebreather that I have used that breath- beaches. Later, if you wish, fly on to to Nassau, Montego Bay, Kingston. 
” _ ing is difficult, and the diver feels for- historic Kingston at no extra fare. Connections to all the Caribbean. 
uns MOF over stifled. something which is uncom- 
erealetl fortable at best. and sometimes quite un- See Your Travel Agent, or B.O.A.C. 
‘ human nervy ing. This could probably be reme- Offices in: Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, 
is often died by modifying the barylime cannister San Francisco, Washington; Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver. 
ld — to one similar to that of the British Siebe- eek eee ee ee ay en ee ee 
. a be — — ?- — has ager BRITISH OVERSEAS N 
a will 1 the standard types of ; AIRWAYS CORPORATION ame 
sai gear (the model C Desco excluded), | 342 Madison Ave. 
and breathing still feels like breathing | New York 17,N.¥. Dept. C-57 Address | 
through a kinked garden-hose. Other no- ee een | 
_ | table inconveniences of rebreathers cen- | tion on flight schedules and City t State | 
f Applied} ter around the method of metering the | rates as well as free booklets | 
righit amount of oxygen into the breather- ! on island vacations. * WINTER FARES etfective November 1, quoted throughout | 
ubmarine R | All fares plus tax. | 





(Continued on Page 22) 
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Autoblography 
of a 


Skin Diver 


(By request of the SKIN DIVER Magazine) 


LUDOVICO MARES 


(Born in Pola, Istria, fifty-six years ago; living in Rapallo, Italy) 


I made acquaintance of submarine world in 1919, after the 
first world-war, when I was only twenty-one years old and lived 
in Pola. 

Now I consider myself as an old man, my body being weakened 
above all by the pains suffered during a long captivity in Tito’s 
Jugoslavia. But I feel myself young when I can go back under 
sea-waters—even if in a few feet of depth—so as I did in the 
birth days of skin diving and underwater spearfishing. 

I was then Italian champion of skating and my manager was 
Japanese, his name was Kjrushi, if | remember and the spelling 
is right. He used to go fishing under the water, provided with 
a long bamboo, acuminated in point as a spear, and having the 
eyes sheltered by little spectacles made with hard wood, glasses 
and marine-glue. We were friends and once I waited upon him. 
I experienced his tools near Pola. and I saw numberless fishes 
in a sea that I had not known before. 

Ever since then, J always tried to find tools evermore apt to 
dive and to go fishing under the water, at first for me and my 
friends, and afterwards for the sportsmen of all the world, who 
are young friends of mine in the same passion. 

I patented the first mask with a “snorkel” and the first spear- 
sling, and many other instruments in advance, for civil or mili- 
tary use, so that I had several token of merits and I became 
a partner of the Inventors International Association. 

I went fishing with the best results along the coasts of Dal- 
matia (Cherso and Lussino Islands, surroundings of Cattaro. 
Spalato, Sebenico); but | am verv fond of Rapallo—where 
I reside from my liberation—and of the neighboring promon- 
tory of Portofino. Twenty years ago, in Dalmatia, it was very 
easy to catch many fishes of a good size in a day. but now in 
Eastern Riviera it is possible to do only plunging very deep. 
so that I give young champions the precedence. | am satisfied 
to see glaucous bottoms of the sea, to get “mugil”. “labrax” and 
“sargus”. and to teach some apprentice the art of diving. A lot 
of boys, of which I personally took care, has already obtained 
good results as in sporting as in competitions. 

I too. caught big fishes and I shall always remind of the 
“trygon” met in Medolino Bay (near Pola) the summer of 1922. 

I was swimming on a sand-bottom spotted by tufts of “zoos- 
terae”, when I saw a monstrous sea-bat flappine its black wings 
thirty feet under me. | had the Kjrushi’s bamboo armed with 
a steel-spear and provided of a long rope bound to the boat. 
I plunged on the fish and reacked it on the level of the sand: 
with all the strength of my arms, I stuck the harpoon behind the 
eye of my prey, piercing and nailing it on the bottom. 

But needing of breath, | sprang to the surface along the line, 
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if 


LUDOVICO MARES making the final inspection of some guns before shipping. “ores 
first learned underwater diving from a Japanese instructor. 


and immediately | was dragged away by the fish and bec me 
entangled in the rope. Fortunately, the “trygon” had not the 
power to trail the boat, and the knot resisted. so that I was not 
dragged in the bottom of the highest sea. I remained be ind 
between the boat and the fish running around. succeeding s: me- 
times to spring to the surface and breathe. 

By degrees, the sea-bat lost much blood and consequently the 
most of its strength; | then noticed that it tried to approacl: the 
shore as wounded fishes usually do. I succeeded to disenta igle 
myself from the rope which became slackened. and to follow the 
“trygon’’, swimming at the surface. At last, it stopped on the -and 
in a few feet of depth and I ran to the boat and quickly ur tied 
the knot from the prow. Afterwards, I reached the shore and 
laboriously drew on the land the fish. exhausted after two hours 
and a half of struggle. 

When I had again reached Pola. I ascertained the weizht: 
one hundred and eighty-two pounds; this my record size fish, 
and meantime my most interesting adventure under the sea. 

In soft waters, I had in 1946 an unpleasant adventure that 
happened on Iseo Lake (N-E of Milan). 

The bottom of that lake, near the shore, is plentifully covered 
by long and thick water-grass, between which biggest fishes are 
dwelling. 

I was testing a Mares-mask (melted by Pirelli Co.) and 
I handled one of my smallest spear-guns. when I saw a_ pike 
weighing about ten pounds. 

The pirate was lurking into the water-weed having ajar its 
indented jaws; I shot piercing it, but the line got torn for its 
violent reaction and the fish escaped between the plants, taking 
away my harpoon. 

With the impetuosity of the pursuit. I advanced into the water- 
grass and in short I found myself wrapped up; neglecting the 
pike, I then looked for a system to come back at the surface. 
what in the beginning seemed impossible to me. With the power 
of the despair, | swam towards the sky snatching away a lot of 
weeds, but I reached the surface only when the last drop of air 
was spent in my lungs. 

My friends saw floating a sargasso-field, coming from which 
they heard a voice asking their help. They succeeded in drawing 
out me from the water-weed, as an antiquary do with a mumm) 
sent from Egypt, carefully packed up and wrapped during ages. 

As I previously mentioned, since the beginning I used to go 
fishing masks, spear-slings and spear-guns manufactured by my- 
self, because then did not exist either artisans or traders of under- 
water tools. In following years, I improved these articles, patented 
them and at last I manufactured in series everything which a skin 
diver wants. Little by little that our sport was increasing, I e» per 
ienced innovations and betterings, so that. up to today, my s}eat- 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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qua (lank Used In 


Wisconsin State Fair 


By KENNETH FUTTERLIEB 


The first aqua tank for exhibition of skin diving methods and 
gear was displayed at the Wisconsin State Fair by Max Nohl 
and George Gross. Divers and actors that worked in the tank 
wer » members of the Milwaukee Aqua Club. 

We felt that it might be of particular interest to readers of 
the magazine since American Diving Equipment Company is 
will ng to work with any interested group on future promotional 
dis} lay for the purpose of furthering interest in sport diving 
and spearfishing. 

The tank is certainly unique. The lower section of it is made 
of a plexiglass sheet 27 feet long and 5 feet high which obviously 
gives a tremendous window area, to be exact 135 square feet. 
The base of the tank is mounted on a platform which is 5 feet 
above the ground so that any number of spectators can see the 
enti e show without interference. The upper section of the tank 
is made of steel and is also 5 feet high making the top of the tank 
15 ieet above the ground and the water 10 feet deep. The tank 
hol s 4,000 gallons. 

Since the tank allows 360 degree vision it is interesting to note 
that within a radius of 50 feet from its center 1,000 people can 
comfortably stand, within 100 feet 4.000 people could view 
the show. 

The show was produced by Mr. Nohl and the entire cast was 
filled on a voluntary basis by the members of the Milwaukee 
Aqua Club. George Gross, prominent Milwaukee Spear Fisher- 
mai and Proprietor of the Aqua Shop in Milwaukee. was a co- 
sponsor with Max Nohl of the show. 

The show was produced in the center of the Wisconsin State 
Fair and it was estimated it was seen by almost a million people. 
A minimum of six hours were given every single day during the 
10 day period of the Fair. The show was presented. free of charge. 
to any one who was interested and was viewed with a tremendous 
amount of enthusiasm. We feel that this was a big step in popu- 
larizing diving in the Middle West. 

The entire cast of the show submerged in the water and did 
not surface at any time during the forty-five minute period. Two 
individual “air bubblers” were provided on the bottom and all 
of the swimmers were trained in “drinking air” from time to time. 
A glass open helmet was also provided under which any of the 
swimmers could go for air without surfacing and also engage in 
such activities as smoking a cigarette. 

In addition a wide variety of lungs including the new ADE 
lune, the new Divair lung and of course, the Aqua lungs were 
provided. The swimmers constantly changed under water from 
lung to lung, or from lung to bubblers and visa versa. 

Part of the show was a complete underwater picnic in which 
the divers “built a fire.” had a wide variety of foods which lent 
themselves to submersion in the water. (although we had com- 
plaints that the sandwiches were soggy). coffee was available 
but it consisted of fine lead birdshot which was the only thing 
that would pour under water. A number of comedy acts were 
put on, including a weight lifting exhibit which ended up in 
a joke as the “heavy” barbells floated up to the surface after the 
act was completed. Of particular interest were the demonstra- 
tions of the blowing of the water out of the face masks, blowing 
the water out of the lung tubes, the use of emergency flotation 
bags, the use of swim fins ‘and many of the similar demon- 
stra'ions. > 





WISCONSIN State Fair spectators had views similar to these, top picture shows a 

midwest mermaid under simulated diving conditions. Bottom photo, taken at night, is 

of two Milwaukee Aqua Club members having an underwater picnic. How does a 
banana taste down there? 





COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS 
of California 
MEETING December 15 
Derby Presentation Dance November 13th—8:00 P.M. 


McCulloch Motors Auditorium 
6101 West Century, Los Angeles—8:00 P.M. 
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BILL BARADA friends know and respect. takes to the water in the middle of the 
Tall, gaunt, and cold blooded, Bill first winter and thinks nothing of four hours 
COUNCIL DIVER began diving about 20 years ago in the in 50 degree water. Of course it might 
icy cold tropical waters of Los Angeles. take four suits of woolen underwear be. 
OF THE MONTH It was all home-made equipment in those neath his commercially made dry rubber 
& ae days, leaky goggles. et al. Being a mem- suit to do the trick. 
By GENE DANIELS ber of the L.A. Fire Department, his first A real family man, Bill often take~ his 
Here is the real backbone of the Cali- real attempt at a speargun started with brood into the water with him. Just t!ink 
fornia Council of Skin Diving Clubs. a CO2 fire extinguisher. Over the years of the fun he has after a days diving 
Ouly a few short years ago the Council he developed this gun to the point where washing five sets of woolen underwear 
was just a bright he decided that CO2 was too undepend- and five rubber suits. Yes, it’s true. not 
idea in the mind of able and he is now found wielding a typi- only his wife Harriet, but Barbara 14, 
Bill Barada. This cal rubber powered gun or a pole spear Bob 10, and Dickie 6, all have com» lete 
idea jellied into an for smaller game. rubber suits and full equipment. And 
organization that Right from the start he discovered that they don’t just hang around on the sur- 
has advanced organ- his “cold bloodedness” gave him the un- face either. Barbara has taken her +'vave 
ized sport diving enviable trait of being able to remain in of abalone. while Bob has irene “aye all 
into a recognized the water at 70 degrees about 15 minutes. qualifications for entry eee his ad's 
position in Califor- Even then he came out nearly paralyzed club, THE LANcers oF Santa Mo 1ca. 
nia today. It is due from the “cold” water. His time in the The best part of diving with the Ba vada [ 
almost in its entirety water was so limited that it actually made family is watching the expressions o.. the Jolle 
to the driving initiative of our scrappy him a better skin diver. He made d... faces of the casual onlookers as the five § eo] 
president, Bill Barada. The long fin of sure that every dive was productive, no of them troop out of the water, or -ven J a), h 
skin diving is being strongly heard in use wasting them! Bill’s enthusiasm for better when they get caught by a c owd to st. 
the Ocean Fishing Protective Associa- the sport spread like a disease and soon and they are clad in nothing bu' the f Jaro 
tion, the California Wild Life Federation, other firemen were taking to the water. “long johns.” » he 
and tied in with the other mighty conser- And it was here that the true beginning Bill Barada is resigning this mon has J Look 
vation councils, is gravely listened to in of the Council began. The L.A. Fireman’s president of the Council. Personal aliairs | shad 
the California State Legislature. Neptune Club started the ball rolling and long neglected must be attended to and left. 
This weight has rested, and comfort- this magazine shows just how far it rolled. his decision is not to run for re-electionin J alou 
ably so, on Mr. Baradas_ shoulders. The club began experimenting with com- the coming vote. Organized skin d ving up. | 
So let’s meet Bill, the skin diver, the pletely dry rubber suits and the goose will miss Bill and will always remember J I dr 
regular guy. the Bill Barada that his pimples began to subside. Today Bill the man who made all this come truv. * J passe 
up a 
4 “4 8 fairl: 
{ | 
NO We THE FINEST IN FOAM AND RUBBER SUITS 3]... 
' { sure 
© 4 and | 
Light Weight . . . Easy to WP at Li 
| § happ 
Put On and Take Off eee Al 
oo and 
' the o 
These NEW suits by Waterwear incorporate all { dodg 
the desirable features wanted in any diving suit. { anotl 
@® 4colors ... Sea foam Green, Waterwear Blue, Golden 1 up a 
Yellow and Ebony. ' unde 
@ Warm... even in coldest water. left | 
@ Increased strength for longer life. towec 
’ @ Will not deteriorate. appal 
@ Corrosion-resistant zippers. ' back 
hand 
me. | 
throu 
arour 
let 20 
= = = === = = ing | 
NEWPORT BEACH CALIFORNIA he wi 
THE SEAL SUIT I had 
y 
cvaleble. Ths sult decigred LA JOLLA SUIT hurt, 
give maximum freedom of 5c tape DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: Unsurpassed for diving comfort . closer 
+ gla ‘ak ania eaees ton U. S. DIVERS CORP. Full leg and waist zippers for easy on his 
special sizes 1045 Broxton Avenue entry. ec uld 
Long Suit $54.95 Short Suit $44.95 Los Angeles 24, California Suit complete with hood. . .$89.95 Ze fe 
ives 
7 —_ sea, I 
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Shark 


By C. W. LEEPER 


[ had just gone into the surf at La 
Jc lla shores to wash the sand off and to 
ccol off. I had eaten a sandwich a half 
a: hour or so before. and hadn't intended 
to stay in long. As I was waiting for one 
large wave to “body surf” back in. I felt 
a hard bump on the front of my shins. 
Looking down, I saw this long, dark blue 
shadow rather slowly swimming to my 
left. As I watched, it circled to my right 
alout ten feet away and sharply speeding 
uj. headed directly for my legs again. 
I drew both feet up quickly. and he 
passed underneath. My neck was bristling 
up and I realized | should do something 
fairly quick. 

| was certain it was a shark. I was 
not certain as to what kind. I was fairly 
sure it was a sandshark or grey shark 
and it didn’t look over six feet long, but 
at La Jolla. you can never tell what will 
happen, or what you might catch. 

All I had to work with was my hands 
and I couldn’t swim faster than he. so 
the only thing to do was to watch and 
dodge. He took another circle and made 
another run at my legs. I drew my feet 
up and leaned to my left. As he went 
underneath me I grabbed his tail with my 
left hand. He really took off then, and 
towed me under. turning and twisting. 
apparently trying to bite me. With my 
back to the sand and both feet and right 
hand trying to keep his head away from 
me. | was running out of breath. He got 
through my guard and had turned clear 
around to my left whist. Then’s when I 
let go. | came to the surface and strain- 
ing I tried to keep my eyes on him but 
he was gone. Wow! Who would believe 
I had a shark by the tail? Was it a dan- 
gerous one? [ still didn’t know. I wasn't 
hurt. and my daughter was swimming 
closer in. If | could get my right hand 
o1 his tail and hook by left hand under I 
could keep him away and so / went look- 
ing for him. I was past the majority of 
waives breaking and as I was looking to 
sea, I saw his shadow through a breaker. 


THE BARADAS — (i-r) 
Bill, Bob, Barbara, 
Harriet and Dickie as 
they troop down the 
beach for a day in the 
water. As usual, Dickie 
can't wait to get in. 


I swam over quickly and stood up, watch- 
ing him. He started another pass but 
sheered away at about two feet off. | 
made a quick dive, grabbing the tail with 
my right hand, and hooking the back of 
my left arm under him I stood up and 
lifted him out of the water. [| saw what 
kind he was. A Gray Smoothhound shark 
They do bite. Trying to keep him out 
of the water and keeping his month 
and head away with my lift hand. | 
worked my way towards shore. My wife 
and nephew. seeing all the thrashing. 
thought | had cramps and came out to 
help me. Seeing the shark they changed 
their minds. I was pretty tired and I 
was scratched up on my arms and body 
from his rough skin. I held the shark up 
for the picture and went down to the 
lifeguard station for first aid Well. I had 
plenty of proof and it really was a very 
exciting experience! |! -@ 





Gray Smoothhound shark, at first thought to be a Bonita 


shark, caught by hand by C. W. Leeper at La Jolla, 
California. Shark weighed 35 to 40-lbs., was 5’ long. 








AND JUST WHY O'D You 
FROGMEN, SON? ” 








Try 
SKIN DIVING 
the 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 


e 
Specially Equipped Cruiser 


MARAY 


Now! During the winter months 
the Maray is available for charter 
any time at the special rate of 
$75.00 
* 
Overnight San Clemente Trip 
Sat. & Sun., Nov. 13-14 
PHONE FOR INFORMATION 


Thanks to all who made this 
Sth year of operation the best 
vet. 


MART TOGGWEILER 
LB 90-9070 or 8-9695 
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to 
witl 
Recently I had occasion to make a bu-i- bet 
ness trip to Mexico City. While my tire bea 
was almost fully taken up with busin: ss per 
matters, I did manage to squeeze ™m a pilo 
two and a half day trip to Acapulco. Niy busi 
experiences there might be of interest ‘o ola 
the readers of the SKIN DIVER, parti: »- The 
larly those who may plan to visit th xt w th 
underwater paradise. A 
Even if one travels to Mexico City \y the: 
private car. it is best to fly to Acapu!o H a 
from Mexico City since the highway is jack 
very poor. The fare is only $16.88 rou Gro 
trip. and the trip takes only 45 minut s. outs 
Aside from the elegant beaches and te uj t 
night life in Acapulco, there is found mak 
truly magnificent skin diving. I stayed at ques 
the Club de Pesca. The charge for tie ques 
room was $8.80 per day, including thie 4:0 
generous meals. The hotel kitchen pre- Gro 
cag pared any fish I brought back free of be fi 
ee charge: and the meals and the service 10 f 
were most excellent. For those not foriu- best 
. nate enough to dive in Mexico on an ex- 9:00 
pense account. it is possible to stay in gacu 
Acapulco for less than $1.00 per night lost 
and eat for less than 50c per meal. During ta 
the tourist season. however, (which lasts thes 
from November to February), the above —— 
quoted prices almost double. teeth 
When one speaks of skin diving in seem 
Mexico. it is not long before the name of ; N 
Apolonio Castillo is mentioned. He is side 
considered the greatest spear fisherman Nav: 
in Mexico. This is his background as I plus 
was told it in Acapulco. The reader no the 
a ++ +a a een doubt will remember the yacht named drive 
“Sirocco.” as famed as her illustrious TI 
owner. Her captain was a Mexican Olym- there 
some 
Abal 
ATTENTION — ARBALETE OWNERS! ! fo 
dis IN HAWAIl.. . nay 
See the new DAVCO SPEAR with detachable stainless steel head J ane ¢ 
Complete Spear Shaft — $5.95 IT'S VA L S$ herte 
Fits all guns — Champion, Torpedo, Waterless 
HEAD ONLY — $2.95 2401 KALAKAUA, WAIKIKI a 
Fits any shaft with minor grinding alteration f 
| Write for Name of Nearest Dealer é 
Same Dealer can show you the latest in suits .. . PLASTIC CHECK VALVES 
® ED Marina for Women 35.00 to $75.00 . 
@ Suit Yourself Kit M895 to 19:95 Ty 
| @ Davco Suit Kit 9.95 to 29.95 @ Two check valves provide same protection os 
expensive non-return type mouthpiece, 
3510 MANOR ST nag 
| D. L. DAVIS CO. LOS ANGELES 39, CALIF. Mar-Mae Industries 
| ‘(te eee Lops ied - 0 bE a 1453 Revere Avenue, Hayward, California 22 
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pic swimmer named Apolonio Castillo. 
When Errol Flynn sold the Sirocco, he 
backed Apolonio in two highly different 
ventures in Acapulco. One was the Copa- 
cabana nightclub, the other was the Club 
Sirocco, the skin diving center of Aca- 
pulco. All equipment, including Aqua- 
Lungs. can be rented here at a reasonable 
price. Advice on local conditions is freely 
given and a spearfisherman is soon made 
to feel at home. A Higgins 22’ cruiser 
with a pilot and a guide. if desired. can 
be rented for $4.00 per hour. Although 
bats are available elsewhere for $2.50 
per hour, they are very slow and their 
pilots are mainly accustomed to taking 
businessmen’s wives out to catch Sailfish 
o1 a piece of rope tied to a young sapling. 
These chaps don’t quite know what to do 
w th an underwater fisherman. 

Among the many fish to be found in 
th« region are the Lora (Parrot fish). the 
Huachinango (Red Snapper). Amber- 
jack, Yellowtail, Barracuda. and large 
Grouper. The above are found mostly 
outside the bay, either north about a mile 
uj the coast from where the high divers 
make their leap, or south to Puerta Mar- 
quez. I saw no shark at all. Puerta Mar- 
quez is an excellent place for Lora from 
4:00 to 6:00 in the evening. Large 
Grouper and schools of Barracuda are to 
be found at the mouth of the bay at about 
10 fathoms inamongst the boulders—the 
best time for them being from 6:00 to 
9:00 in the morning. I was told the bar- 
racuda would not attack a diver. but I 
lost an 85 lb. grouper though nervousness 
caused by a school of about 100 of 
these large-mouthed devils who gathered 
around us, seemingly gnashing their 
teeth. The silver-coloured lung tank 
seemed to fascinate them. 

Nothing of any size is to be found in- 
side the bay. The activity around the 
Naval base and commercial anchorage. 
plus the noise and disturbance made by 
the many water-ski boats apparently 
drives the larger fish outside. 

The warm water is absolutely clear and 
there is no kelp or Abalone. When I told 
some of the local people about eating 
Abalone, they registered the same sort of 
facial expression that the average Ameri- 
can does on being reminded that snails 
are considered to be quite a delicacy in 
certain parts of the world. 


= 
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I would suggest a CO, gun or an arba- 
lete with a power-head for the big fellows 
in Acapulco waters. There have been 
enough divers in the water there to make 
the larger fish a bit wary and it is not 
easy to get very close to them. Due to the 
rocky nature of the bottom. it is advisable 
to take an extra spear head as well as an 
oilstone. For those wishing to dive with 
a guide it helps to take along two guns 
so that the guide can reload while you 
take a second shot. should you miss the 
first time. You feel for all the world like 
Frank Buck on a safari in darkest Africa. 
The water seemed considerably more 
buoyant than it is off Southern and Baja 
California, but perhaps this was due to 
the excellent Mexican beer consumed. 
Whereas at home. I have to use 7-pounds 
of weights with my lung. T had to use 
9-pounds in Acapulco, and even then T 
had a little difficulty staying down; so 
it’s a good idea to take extra weights 
along—either that or don’t drink any 
beer. 

Aside from the recollection of spearing 
satisfying quantities of good-sized fish. 
two points especially stand out in my rec- 
ollections of diving in Mexico. IT got a 
kick out of standing on the stern of J. P. 
Morgan’s yacht. the Corsair, run on the 
rocks and sunk in 35 feet of water in 
Acapulco Bay. and recalling a Bon Voy- 
age party held on that same boat six short 
years ago, in the Los Angeles Harbor. 

The other recollection of interest is 
that of the following weekend. Returning 
from Taxco to Mexico City. I stopped at 
Lake Tequesquitengo and dove for the 
legendary city said to be in the bottom of 
the lake. The natives thereabout swear 
to hearing the church bells of the ancient 
city when the lake is exceptionally rough. 
but, unfortunately, I neither saw nor 
heard anything unusual. 

All in all. the diving I did in Mexico 
was very satisfying. Had I the time, I 
would like to have tried my luck in the 
waters off Veracruz, as I learned that the 
fishing is very good there. Perhaps some 
reader will soon have that opportunity. 
Acapulco waters far surpassed any I have 
visited off the shores of the western 
United States or northern Baja. Cali- 
fornia. ™ 
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Camera Cases 


BOLEX — LEICA — HOLIDAY 
$29.95 up — SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 
Underwater Sports, Inc. 


Formerly Marineland, Inc. 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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Virgin Islands 
“The Skin Divers Paradise” 
Clear, warm water all year round 
Plenty of fish and lobsters 


AQUA LUNGS — UNDERWATER CAMERAS 
for sale or for rent—tanks refilled 


Large stock of 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 
Cressi — Champion — Hurricane 
Pirelli — Squale — Voit — etc. 


C.& M. CARON 


“La Belle France” 
Main St. St. Thomas U. S. Virgin Islands 
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1874 Market Street 
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Nicks 
AQUA SHOP 
Everything for the Skin Diver 
Aqua-Lungs 
Frogman Suits 
Spear Guns 
Fins 
Masks 


102 WATER STREET MILFORD, MASS. 
TEL. 5289 














New thrills await you with 


AMERICAN SEASHELLS 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 


This beautiful big book, 541 pages plus 
80 pages of color and black and white 
plates, paintings and drawings, covers 
definitive identifications of some 1500 
varieties on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf 
Coast Shores. 


Don't miss it! A big $12.50 value. 


order from 


THE SKIN DIVER 


P. O. Box 128-AS Lynwood, California 
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MEET A HUNTER 
OF 


SHARK 


By Capt. WILLIAM E. YOUNG 


Reprinted by special permission of “Junior 
National History Magazine.” October, 1953. 


If you are interested in prehistoric ani- 
mals and are fortunate enough to be near 
the American Museum of Natural History 
in New York City. the great Dinosaur 
Hall will reveal all sorts of fascinating 
facts and reconstructed skeletons. But 
should you want to see a skeleton of a 
shark that lived in the waters of the world 
millions of years ago you will be dis- 
appointed. Why is this? The answer is 
simple: Then, as today, the backbone of 
shark is composed of cartilage—an elas- 
tic tissue that in time will dissolve in 
water. Thus there are no skeletons to show 
that they ever lived so long ago. But they 
did leave something — their teeth! All 
through their lives. these animals of the 
sea shed their teeth and grow new ones. 
The earth and the bottom of the sea hold 
millions of them. 

No, you will not find a skeleton of a 
shark as you would that of a dinosaur at 
the American Museum, but you will find 
a model of a prehistoric shark that was 
believed to be one hundred feet long. Its 
jaw when open was large enough to hold 
six standing men! Its teeth were as large 
as a man’s hand and triangular in shape. 
Scientists tell us that this shark lived 300 
million years ago. 

From the time I was a boy, shark have 
fascinated me. I saw my first large one in 
San Diego, California, when an old fish- 
erman who took me to the kelp beds at La 
Jolla, California. He told me to look over 
the side of the boat and there it was! The 
shark was as long as the boat. I had read 
many stories about them but had never 
seen one “in the flesh!” 

Many years later, when | went with my 
three brothers to Honolulu, shark once 
more became of great importance to me. 
We had a tugboat business and one of 
our regular runs was with a garbage 
scow. We hauled it to sea to a dumping 
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vround. Often it had the carcasses of sev- 
eral horses in tow; and they attracted 
shark. We secured a harpoon from a 
whaler and tried our hand at harpooning 
shark! This was very exciting but waste- 
ful if nothing could be done with the 
shark Surely, I thought, they must have 
a commercial value. 

It wasn’t until several years later that 
I had this question answered for me. One 
morning walking up Broadway in New 
York | saw a pair of sharkskin shoes in a 
store window. That seriously started me 
off on shark hunting. I found the pioneer 
company in the shark fishing industry to 
be the Ocean Leather Company of New- 
ark, New Jersey. They engaged me to 
go to Morehead City, North Carolina, 
where a station for shark fishing had 
been installed with boats, nets and trawls. 
I was soon in the midst of shark fishing 
off Cape Hatteras. The fins of the shark 
were sold to Chinese restaurants and the 





TIGER SHARK, considered di 


Bob Braun—taken at Marineland, Florida. 





Capt. Wm. E. Young—Shark Hunter. 


skins were sent to Newark for tann ig. 
Shark oil was processed for medical | u- 
poses and carcasses were made into ‘T- 
tilizer and chicken feed. Later, whe | | 
went to Nantucket, and Hyannis, Ma- -a- 
chusetts, | found the same kind of sh. rk 
in those waters as in Hatteras. 

I next moved to Fernandina. Flor) ‘a, 
to a new station where I made a rec: rd 
catch with a conpanion of thirty-six sh. rk 
that weighed 9,980 pounds. It took fur 
hours of hard fighting to land them. 

As the company was extending its oj «r- 
ations I went next to Key West, Flori:ia, 
and opened a station at Big Pine Key. It 
was here that | caught a brown shark in 
the nets. But none of us found out until 
later what had brought in the man-eaier. 
During the previous night four people 
had been lost from an airplane. (ur 
brown shark and its companions had at- 
tacked a man. The stomach of the brown 
shark revealed this tragedy. 





. Notice the sucker fish on the underside getting a free ride. Photo contributed by 
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One of the officials of the shark fishing 
company had gone to England and 
France to open stations and before long 
| was called to Paris to get ready to go to 
Djibouti, French Somaliland. Africa. 
Our operations were off Warimos Island. 
There was not a blade of grass nor a drop 
of water to be had on the island. The 
water we used was brought from an oasis 
by donkeys. Our men were Ethiopians. 
Dunkalese, Arabs and Swihali and they 
hed never had any marine experience. 
We had to teach them everything and be- 
ing only eleven degrees north of the 
E:;uaor with only four inches of rain dur- 
ing the year it was a hard place for a 
white man to work! 

One morning a young native boy came 
down to the shore and reported seeing a 
biz tiger shark dead on the beach. I sent 
out ten men to bring the shark to the 
skinning platform. In the body of the 
shark they found imbedded in the bill of a 
broadbill swordfish. Here was a story. 
The rapier-like bill had immediately 
killed the shark. but what about the 
swordfish? No doubt it had died from 
starvation since it had lost its valuable 
weapon! 

My next move was to London where 
we interested a firm in sending us to Aus- 
tralia to set up a shark fishing station. (In 
the London fish markets they sell about 
1300 tons of fish daily. Of this 200 tons 
is from the carcass of the dogfish—shark 

which is sold under the name of “rock 
salmon.”) When I searched for net 
makers in England. they could produce 
nothing as large as those used and inade 
in our country. These are 1000 feet long 
and twenty-five feet deep and have a buoy 
line on top and a lead line on the bottom. 
They are made from cotton twine. But 
the English had to make a special net 
twine to ship to Australia. 

Sydney, Australia, was the next hunt- 
ing ground for our company. We fished 
out of Port Stephens, New South Wales. 
While there an accident happened about 
fifteen miles up a river which involved 
shark. A small boy was enjoying a swim. 
Another one was watching him from the 
river bank. Suddenly, a large shark ap- 
peared, sank its jaws into the left shoulder 
of the boy in the water and started out 
tosea with him! The watching boy, with- 
out a thought for his own safety, jumped 
into the water and swam up to the shark. 
He grabbed the side of the shark and held 
on. The shark was apparently so sur- 
prised at the unexpected attack that it 
dropped its victim and swam away. But 
the little boy after being brought to shore 
died from shock and injury. The heroic 
boy was awarded a medal of valor by the 
Duke of York from his father. the late 
King George. 


Business end of 93 kg. 

shark speared by Oscar 

Sjod . . . Angra dos 
Reis, Brazil. 


While the Australian station was in op- 
eration. I had a call to return to New 
York. I was sent to the Virgin Islands, at 
St. Thomas, to make a survey for a new 
company. We finally settled on the seven 
islands of the British West Indies for our 
headquarters. The nurse shark was 
caught in large numbers in these waters. 
From them can be had the finest leather. 
Perhaps you have some of it on the tips of 
your shoes! Its durability prevents scuf- 
fing and marring. 

I was sent on a tour of the West Indies 
and visited all the shark fishermen there. 
It was here at Anagada that I realized my 
ambition to take motion pictures of a 
shark fishing station. I called it “Tigers 
of the Sea.” If you are a member of the 
Boy or Girl Scouts and live in the east 
perhaps you have seen it—maybe you 
saw it at your school. 

Leather. of course, is only one of the 
by-preducts from sharks. The all impor- 
tant Vitamin A is derived from its liver. 
A shark called the “soup fin” which in- 





habits the waters of the western coast 
from California to Washington proved to 
be enormously rich in this vitamin. Men 
became wealthy in a short time, for they 
received up to twenty dollars a pound for 
the livers of this shark during the time of 
the first World War. The demand was 
heightened by a need to overcome the 
night blindness of our flyers over Ger- 
many. It was found that Vitamin A from 
the shark’s liver mixed with carrot juice 
would restore the flyers’ sight in a very 
short time. . 
Shark can be classified in three ways: 
The true shark. the connecting link and 
the skates and rays—about 100 species. 
And they range from the largest. the 
whale shark which is about sixty feet 
long, to the manta or devil fish, which 
measures twenty feet across its wings. 
Shark have no enemies but the so- 
called cannibal shark. These are the 
white, blue, hammerhead, tiger and 
brown, and all are equipped with razor 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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Bermuda 


Undersea 


A new underwater activity—sport div- 
ing for tourists—has become a successful 
business enterprise in Bermuda, the 
islands in the Atlantic Ocean 700 miles 
southeast of New York. 

Styling themselves undersea guides, 
Jeanne and Park Breck, Bermuda resi- 
dents, are proprietors of Undersea Sports 
and have taught lung diving with the 
Scott Hydro-Pak to over 500 tourists dur- 
ing the last four months. 

The two teach customers in shallow 
water at one of Bermuda's beautiful coral 
beaches, guide them to a nearby reef to 
feed tame tropical fish and make under- 
water pictures of each student. 

The Brecks have perfected a new tech- 
nique that enables an average swimmer 
to learn to use the lung in 15 minutes. 
The couple spent months developing their 
teaching to the point where tourists can 
learn to acclimate themselves quickly un- 
dersea. Approximately one-third of the 
students are women. 

Undersea Sports has a completely 
equipped diving instruction truck with a 
compressor, lungs, weights. flippers, cam- 
eras and other gear. A small rowboat 
that is used on each dive is carried on 
top of the truck. 

The truck. carries the diving gear to 
the beach daily where customers meet the 
Brecks by appointment. Two students are 
taught at a time at a beach, where the 
water is waist-deep for 100 yards before 
sloping down to a marine garden. 


Cour 


Bermuda has over 100 square miles of 
coral reefs, all within ten miles of land. 
Beautiful reefs and tropical fish are found 
within 100 yards of the islands’ ten-mile- 
long South Shore. During the spring and 
summer months water conditions along 
the southern coast are excellent about 
one hour after high tide. To the north 
water clarity is excellent on the inside 
reefs three miles from shore. 

Reefs. fish and water conditions in Ber- 
muda are on a par with or better than 
other Atlantic and Caribbean resorts, ac- 
cording to Peter Stackpole. famous un- 
derwater photographer. 


Jeanne Breck (lower) 
with Joanne Gibson 
(upper) scanning one of 
the many Bermuda reefs. 


Stackpole recently spent a week with 
the Brecks visiting the “reef country” and 
wrecks. He shot 1,500 feet of color 
movies. Park Breck made 350 color and 
black-and-white stills. 

The color stills will be used for a |+c- 
ture that Jeanne and Park are planning 
for eastern U.S. diving and athletic clubs 
next February. Park is a former Ame ri- 
can newspaperman, and Jeanne is a ove- 
time Bermuda swimming star. 

“Lung diving is a sport not only ‘or 
good swimmers but for anyone who lo es 
the sea.” Park says. “Over 95 per cent of 
our customers have never used a div ig 
lung, and only a few have used ma-ks 
and flippers.” 

Bermuda's marine life. wrecks and 
water conditions are so outstanding t iat 
the islands eventually will become he 
the Brecks believe. “There is no mre 
accessible place for exploring reefs, ti n- 
nels. undersea caves and wrecks and ‘or 
undersea photography,” Park says. 

Undersea Sports closed for the sea: on 
on October 31st but plans to expand c- 
tivities well beyond the beginners’ sts ze 
when it reopens next April 15th. 

The Brecks will add two diving instr \c- 
tors to the staff to teach junior, inter? ie- 
diate and senior divers. Regular tr; 
will be made off the South Shore to -x- 
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DOLPHIN MANUFACTURING CO. 
(SKIN DIVING SHOP) MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS AIR REFILS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE— FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 
If custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, and weight required 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED— If no dealer in your area write for information. 
Open daily till 8:00 P.M. — Sunday til noon. 
9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD Phone TOrrey 6-2185 BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
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Jeanne and Park Breck 
with the Undersea Sports 
diving instruction truck. 


plore reefs, tunnels and caves and to the 
vreck of a World War | munitions ship 
only 400 yards off the beach. Further 
plans call for a weekly undersea photo- 
erahic tour to outside reefs and wrecks. 
“Our policy is to keep divers well with- 
in safety limits by assigning instructors 
and boats to each group of divers.” 
Jeanne Breck explains. “While we will 





UNDERWATER PHOTO 
& EQUIPMENT CO. 


Complete —— Complete 
Diving aes) Photographic 
Equipment “% Equipment 


Use your under- 
water camera and 
gun longer and in 
more comfort this 
fall with the EDCO 
foam neoprene suit. 
Your own body heat 
keeps you warm in 
this easy to don suit. 


“<2 


90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 
Midway 2-6311 

















sell refills for lungs made by recognized 
manufacturers, for the present we will 
not rent lungs to individuals. This policy 
may seem unnecessarily strict. but it has 
been our experience that amateur divers 
often exceed safety limits without being 
conscious of danger. 

“Our chief aim is to make sport diving 
a 100% safe activity for everyone.” 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE- 
MENT, AND CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY 
THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF 
MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, 
United States Code, Section 233) 

Of THE SKIN DIVER, published monthly at Lyn- 

wood, California, for September, 1954. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, The SKIN DIVER, P.O. Box 128, 
Lynwood, Calif.; Editor, James J. Auxier, 15504 
Orange, Paramount, Calif.; Editor & Advertising 
Manager, Charles R. Blakeslee, 715 S. Thorson, 
Compton, Calif. 

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its 
name and address must be stated and also imme- 
diately thereunder the names and addresses of 
stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more 
of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corop- 
ration, the names and addresses of the individual 
owners must be given. If owned by a partnership 
or other unincorporated firm, its name and address, 
as well as that of each individual member, must 
be viven.) 

The SKIN DIVER, P.O. Box 128, Lynwood, 
Calif.;: James J. Auxier, 15504 Orange, Paramount, 
Calif. ; Charles R. Blakeslee, 715 S. Thorson, Comp- 
ton, Calif. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or 
more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or 
other securities are: (If there are none, so state.) 

None. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where 
the stockholder or security holder appears upon 
the books of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the person 
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting; 
also the statements in the two paragraphs show 
the affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which stoek- 
holders and security holders who do not appear 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner. 

5. The average number of copies of each issue 
of this publication sold or distributed, through the 
mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the 
12 months preceding the date shown above was: 
(This information is required from daily, weekly, 
semiweekly, and triweekly newspapers only.).... 

JAMES J. AUXIER, Editor. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 27th day 
of September, 1954. 

[SEAL] BEVERLY E. GRANT. 

My commission expires Mar. 9, 1956. 
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Fabulous Guaymas 


By LLOYD C. WINTER 


There is a land, not too far away, that 
is an unpublicized skin divers’ paradise. 
Here is a land, romantic and colorful, re- 
mote and unspoiled, yet with all modern 
conveniences. Where else in the world 
can you dig clams with your feet, catch 
lobsters with your hands, and for $6.00 
a day fish for marlin and sailfish? This 
labulous land is a Guaymas, Sonora 
Mexico. 265 miles south of the border 
over good roads. 

Guymas can make its bid as one of 
the seven goggle fishing wonderspots of 
the world, because it has the best and the 
most of what goggle fishermen want. and 
at prices they can afford to pay. Fishing? 
If you are going fishing, why not go 
where there are the most in the world? 
Scientists tell us that by far and away. 
the greatest fish nursery in the world is 
the Sea of Cortes—Gulf of California to 
you. They estimate that eight square feet 


of its waters can sustain the life of one 
man. There are over 860 varieties of fish 
in the Gulf and whereas not all of them 
come within range of the diver’s gun, 
there are enough to delight the heart and 
appetite of any spearfisherman. 

From April through October, striped 
marlin, black marlin, sailfish, dolphin, 
bonito, amberjack, sierra mackerel, roo- 
ster fish, skipjack, cabrilla, black bass, 
pampano, triggerfish, needlefish, and 
calico bass are there in quantity. From 
November to April, there are yellowtail, 
sea trout, giant grouper, totuava, red 
snapper, barracuda, black bass, corbina, 
white sea bass, and bonefish. 

Guaymas is synonymous with shell- 
fish. Lobsters are abundant from Octo- 
ber to June. Quantities of the world’s 
best shrimp are available from Octo- 
ber through May; oysters, November 
through April; fresh crab. May to No- 
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vember. There are scallops as big as 
California abalone, and clams that you 
can dig with your feet. 

There is as great a variety of live 
shells to be found here as at any place in 
the world. Guaymas is the mecca for over 
200 conchologists a vear who come \ 
catch the low tides from November \ 
March. You can still go after them wi! 
your diving mask at any time. 


Conditions 


os 


Conditions for skin diving are alm 
ideal. The weather is semi-tropical, wi h 
temperatures averaging between 60-6 >. 
It is warm in the summer, but not oppr: 


sively so. The temperature of the wat r 
is in the silky 80's most of the year, and 
your rubber suits are not necessary } it 
can be used in the winter months. Vi 
bility is from good to excellent and s 
best around the many islands in Bow - 
chibampo Bay. April, May. June ai | 
July are the best months. 

These waters are not dangerous, a: | 


there are few hazards. Sharks have nev 
been seen close to shore, and the eels a 
small eels. There are a few sting-ra\ 
but these can be avoided with a little ca 
tion. 

Underwater vegetation is lush; this 
gives Guaymas extra points in its bid f 
the title of spearfisherman’s heav 
Fresh water is available from artesia: 
wells and can be drunk without boilin 


Equipment and Facilities 


The spearfisherman should bring his 
own gear, but a complete line of equip- 
ment, including facilities for refilling a 
tanks, is available at the Puerto de Guay- 
mas. Repairs are also available. 

Martin Akmakjian, an extremely al- 
fable, likeable American, is available for 
guide service. He knows the bay like his 
own home and can help with underwater 
picture taking or lessons for the beginner. 
You can locate him through Tommy 
Jamison, the fine sportfishing director, at 
the Playa de Cortes Hotel. Tommy can 
and will supply equipment or advice for 
your every whim. 

Skiffs cost $3.50 a day or $7.00 with 
outboard. If you want to fish for marlin 
or sailfish, day boats cost $6.00 per per- 
son, or 4 people can go on a charter for 
$9.00 each. For super deluxe cruising 
and exploring there is the Nautilus, a 
18 ft. gulf cruiser, fully equipped, includ- 
ing an expert crew. It sleeps 10 com- 
fortably and is available for $100.00 for 
a 24 hour day. All boats and equipment 
are really first class. There are mooring 
facilities and a launching ramp if you 
care to bring your own boat and oul- 
board. A seaplane is available for excur- 
sions and any emergency. Night spear- 
fishing and skin diving are in order, «s 
all boats are equipped with special light-. 
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There is no difficulty in taking your 
fish across the border. Tommy Jamison’s 
men will clean, pack, and hard freeze 
your fish in heavily insulated cartons, 
which will keep them frozen fourteen 
hours. At Nogales you can get dry ice 
an! replenish your stock until you get 
home. 


Q 


Other Activities 


\s if there were not enough activities 
to occupy the waking hours of the spear- 
fisherman. we would be remiss if we did 
not tell you about the fabulous hunting. 
Der. dove, quail, turkey. bear. ducks. 
ani geese are abundant from Nov. 15th 
til March 15th. For further recreation 
there is water skiing. swimming. shop- 
ping, arrowhead collecting. dancing. 
aquaplaning, movies. fiestas. tennis. bad- 
miiiton. horseback riding. boating and 
sailing. 


Accommodations 


hesides being easily accessible. Guay- 
ma- is a land that can fit any skin diver’s 
pocketbook. If you don’t have any money 
pocket in your rubber suit. you can camp 
on the beach and live off the land (or 
sea) in a beachcomber’s idyllic setting. 
If budget is not your concern, there is 
the plush Playa de Cortes, whose food. 
decor. and service rank it with the best 
hotels in the world. If your taste runs to 
wild duck with Bazarde sauce or shrimps 
on a flaming sword, then this is the hotel 
for you. and a few days here will cause 
you to exclaim. “Man this is living.” 
Rates run from $12.50 a day single and 
$20.00 a day double. including meals. 
with air conditioning. lighted swimming 
pool and everything to satisfy a sports- 
man's whim. 

In between are the clean. tile rooms of 
the Miramar Hotel. whose rates run from 
$2.50 to $3.50 single. and $3.50 to $5.00 
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Bocachibampo Bay at 

Guoymas, Sonora, Mex- 

ico. Photo by Agustin 
Salguero. 


double. European plan. Housekeeping 
bungalows run $4.80 a day single. 2-3-4 
persons $7.40. A modern trailer court 
with all modern conveniences is avail- 
able for $1.00-1.50 per day. Food is in- 
expensive: meals run 75c to $1.25 on the 
average. 

Both hotels face beautiful Bocachi- 
bampo Bay. framed by jagged volcanic 
mountains. Natives sing here for no 
other reason than that they like to sing 
and that there is much to sing about. Ro- 
mance is abaundant. 

People 

Wherever you go, you will find that. 
despite beauty. scenry and romance. the 
most important asset that a place can 
have is the people you meet. If there are 
more charming hosts and _ hostesses to 
sportsmen anywhere in the world than 
Tommy Jamison and Eldred Tanner of 





Martin Akmakjian giv- 
ing lung instructions to 
a very eager pupil. 
Miles of beaches, bays, 
small islands and the 
wecther make Guaymas 
a very popular skin div- 
ing retreat. 





the Playa de Cortes. we don’t know where 
to find them. It is their vision. gracious- 
ness. and efficiency that make Guaymas 
the modern paradise that it is. From the 
mayor. Senor Florencio Zaragosa. to the 
simplest citizen, you will find the people 
friendly and fun loving. Be prepared to 
like them. 


Transportation 


The best way to reach Guaymas is (a) 
by automobile via Tucson and Nogales. 
Arizona. The highway is completely 
paved, and driving time for the 265 in- 
teresting miles from Nogales is about 5 
or 6 hours. (b) Fly from Tijuana ($21.00 
one way) or from Nogales ($10.40 one 
way). Lamsa. Reforma and Aoeronaves 
de Mexico have consolidated, and the 
planes and service are excellent. You 
leave Tijuana at 3 A.M. and arrive in 
Guaymas at 7:30 A.M.. in plenty of time 
for a full day’s activity. 


Conclusion 


We used to think of Guaymas as a has- 
been town that was called a fishing 
heaven before the frontier had been 
pushed on to more lucrative spots at Ma- 
zatlan and LaPaz. Nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. With the completion 
of the new highway down the west coast 
of Mexico from Nogales to Mexico City, 
it is a coming boom town. Hotels used to 
be closed during the summer, but they 
now remain open, and they have found 
some of their best fishing during these 
months. We had fun rediscovering Guay- 
mas this summer when my wife and I 
caught seven sailfish in one day and 
enough smaller fish to fill our deep-freeze. 
We had gogele-fishing that existed before 
only in dreams. See you in Guaymas for 
a turtle barbecue! 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 





Thar | wuz, just a-standin thar and a-talkin’ 
ta my ole friend Van at a re-e-al fashionable 
sportin’ goods store, when. . . well, sir, ya 
coulda knocked me ova with a swipe o’Trigger’s 
tail when | saw it! Thar walked in none other 
America’s most likable Western movie star, just 
a-walkin’ and a-window shoppin’ like any uther 
fellar. Ya shoulda seen them city slickers a-noddin 
towards him and a-whisperin’ ta one another, 
“That's Roy Rogers, look!"’ Well sir, he wuz a 
sight! All done-up in the fanciest Western duds 
just lika he done stepped outta the movie screen. 
Complete with a pu-u-re white stetson, silver- 
tipped and engraved toes and heels on his ridin’ 
boots; he up and stepped ta the counter and | 
thought sure he wuz a-gonna ask to see a pair 
©’ six guns—on accountta he wasn't wearin’ any. 
Wel sir, whaddya know, he asked ta see one o’ 
them fancy underwater camera cases—like the 
fellars in the SKIN DIVER magazine use. Then he 
up and stepped ta look at a two-man submarine 
all yellow and purty. Seems Roy wuz no stranger 
to sech things. He wuz re-e-al familiar with un- 
derwater shootin’ irons just like he is with a pair 
o'forty-fives on the screen. Fancy that. . . and 
him a screen cow-poke, too! 


‘FROZEN’ FROGMEN. Aboard those two ice- 
breakers that crumpled their way to find that 
newly discovered Northwest Passage through the 
McClure Strait in the Arctic were Frogmen of the 
U. S$. Navy on special assignment. They dove 
ground and under thick ice floes using new ex- 
plosives for ice breaking as well as specially de- 
veloped underwater cameras designed for sub- 
zero use. The Department of Defense report said 
that the Frogmen were “invaluable to the expe- 
dition"’ which is credited with having great 
military significance. 


They're still working on Scotland's sunken 
Spanish Galleon. The whole wreck will be care- 
fully uncovered by dredging, then entered by 
divers. By early Spanish nomenclature, its name 
in full was “‘Galeon del Gran Duque de Florencia 
de Nombre San Francisco,”’ all 1400 tons of her. 
30-foot holes have been dredged over her, 
saucer-shaped, till a cavity 200-feet across ex- 
poses her stately poop-deck and all. At this 
writing no further progress was reported other 
than it might cost $100,000 to do the job. 


RED FROGMEN. What was probably the first 
public announcement of the existence of com- 
munist frogmen was made by a news item this 
September the 14th. Red Chinese frogmen sud- 
denly appeared on a beach of the island of 
Quemoy, scene of much shooting nowadays, 
located between Formosa and the Chinese main- 
land. Apparently seeking to make contact with 
their own men held as prisoners on the island, 


the frogmen emerged from the sea at night but 
were driven off by rifle fire from the shore 
sentries. They have lots to learn, apparently, be- 
cause they struck at night but under a full moon 
which illuminated them clearly for one of their 
undisclosed ber to get wounded 

This writer has known for a long time that 
there are such things as Russian frogmen, also. 
A gentleman who shall remain nameless had in- 
formed me several years ago that while he was 
on assignment in Germany as a military attache 
and ¢ tly got detained in the country 
when World War Il broke out, through influencial 
contacts he heard then, as early as 1943-44, 
that German army intelligence knew of a newly 
formed elite group of Russian underwater swim- 
mers called, as nearly as can be translated, ‘‘Un- 
derwater Infantrymen."’ These were known to 
make small raids across rivers against German 
installations, but most of the time they trained 
on the shores somewhere in the Baltic Sea. 








SPEARFISHING IN BERMUDA. A previous Hydro- 
phone item brought a response from Mr. Park 
Breck in the form of a very detailed letter for 
which | am very grateful. Mr. Breck states that 
the Trade Development Board, a tourist promo- 
tional body asked the Attorney General's office 
to draw up a law prohibiting the use of spear- 
guns on public beaches, the reason: might injure 
bathers. Existing legislation covered spearguns 
under the firearms law, only these have been 
overlooked since they appeared on the island. 
The Attorney General's office issued a notice 
stating spearguns henceforth shall be classified 
as dangerous weapons requiring licenses. Since 
the firearms license would permit holders to pur- 
chase also any other type firearm as well, none 
were issued by the Police Department until new 
legislation could be enacted specifically covering 
spearguns. In the meanwhie, tourists found that 
their spearguns were being confiscated upon ar- 
rival in Bermuda—an event not mentioned by 
those colorful travel folders back home, no doubt 
—but the guns were returned to them when they 
left the island. This being a situation that would 
hardly win friends and influence people, the 
powers that be are considering a new law regu- 
lating spearfishing with regard to safety and 
conservation, while other regulations are now 
law preventing diving lungs being used for 
spearfishing and others protecting certain fish 
and lobsters. Please keep us further informed, 
Mr. Breck, and thanks again. 


NEW DIVING BOOKS: ‘To Hidden Depths,” 
by Philippe Taillez (Cousteau’s C ding Of- 
ficer). Illustrated lavishly with color and black- 
and-white pics. E. P. Dutton & Co., N.Y., pub- 
lisher. $5.00 . . . Also ‘‘Sea Devils,”’ by Prince 
J. Borghese (Italian World War II torpedo-rider 
leader) Publisher: Regnery, Chicago. $4.50... 
Then there is “4000 Years Under The Sea,” by 
Philippe Diole. Publisher: Julian Messner, N. Y. 
(Undersea archeology by the author salvaging 
Greco-Roman art treasures Coustau-style; com- 
plete with amphorae jars, etc. Price $4.50... 
“Epics Of Salvage,’ by David Masters. Mostly 
helmet divers and big-time stuff in World War II. 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $3.50. > 
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Autobiography 


(Continued from Page 4) 


fishing supplies are preferred by the best 
champions, for their esthetics and profit, 

Obviously, I too, prefer them abov« all, 
and it is not necessary to add that | am 
known more as a genial technician with 
much experience, than as a champicn of 
underwater spearfishing. 

I allow that many young men .« ver. 
come me and I know that there is in italy 
some valiant champion. Between tiiese, 
I willingly remember: Ennio Falco ‘ who 
won the last Italian underwater sj ear- 
fishing championship): Silverio Z-cea 
(who caught the world-record size fish, 
a half a ton “manta”™) : Raimondo Bu ‘her 
(who established the world-recor: of 
plunging, reaching without apparatu . the 
depth of 130 feet) ; and above all | uigi 
Stuart Tovini (technical inspector o my 
industry. writer and organizer, yell. 
known for his daring and experienc... as 
plunger and frogman. as_ underv ater 
spearfisherman) . 

By him I was informed about shirks, 
but I have in advance a personal opi: ion. 
Adriatic Sea is known as haunte« by 
white sharks and blue sharks, and par- 
ticularly along the northern coasts 
(where I went diving and fishing many 
years) people say of swimmers and ship- 
wrecked persons devoured by sharks 

Well then, even if on the high seas 
I never saw a shark and naturally I can- 
not say to be attacked by them. Was it 
luck? It may be, but... I am alive and 
this is not a luck for my concurrents 

My autobiography would not be com- 
plete, if I should not mention several ex- 
periences with underwater photography: 
the aim of them was chiefly sporting. but 
allowed me to realize good water proof 
boxes for cameras of every type. 

Provided with this equipment, rather 
than with spear guns, I will go diving in 
the future. not to kill but to immortalize 


the fishes. = 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal — $1.00 minimum or 4c per 
word. Commercial—10c per word. Payment musr 
accompany copy before deadline date, 10th of 
month. 





SCOTT HYDRO-PAK (like new) complete, $149.00; 
Spare Scott Tank and Valve, $39.95; Junior Aqua- 
lung Tank with K-Valve and Harness, $25.00 
(less regulator); Cornelius Compressor used about 
12 hours, Model No. 32-R-1501 with 110V. mo- 
tor. Complete with instructions, adapters for fill- 
in; DivAir, Aqua-Lungs and Scott Hydro-Paks. 
$249.00 (not surplus); Underwater Ondiphot 
Cose for Rolleiflex Camera, $49.95. Bill‘s Aqua 
Shop, 181 Lowell Street, Methuen, Mass. 


PATTERNS for full rubber suits with hood, medium 
size only, complete instructions, $5.00 P.P. No 
C.0.D.'s. Dept. $, Daniel Manufacturing Co., 1011 
W.-st El Segundo Blvd., Gardena, Calif. 


LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE? 

WHERE FISHING, skin diving and hunting are 
tous? We suggest the rugged 1200-mile long 
peninsula of Baja California, Mexico. Dirt roads 
and the few villages require a self-sufficient 
troveler—who must carry his own food, water, 
ges and sleeping facilities. For complete details 
on planning your trip and best locations for 
sportsmen, send $1 to Dahil Enterprises, Box 
45324, Los Angeles 45. 


4CO POUND test pure Nylon braided line—de- 
signed for spearguns, suitable for anchoring 
floats, etc. 5c per foot in any length. POLK’S, 314 
Fifth Avenue, New York 1, New York. 

“DIVING HEADQUARTERS in Tropical America” 
where quality keeps house & service is more than 
a word. The most complete selection of quality 
equipment for the underwater explorer & sports- 
man in America. You name it, | pay postage any- 
where. Compare the rest & buy the best. My 
reputation is your guarantee. The Florida Frog- 
man, Kendall, Florida, Phone Miami Mohawk 
11467. 


**MEDITERRANEAN HUNTER,” by Bernard Gorsky, 
a complete guide to underwater hunting and ex- 
ploration. A European best-seller, with superb 
photographs. Price $2.25, postpaid. Remit to: 
Peter F. Hobson, 79 Southbrook Rd., Exeter, Eng- 
land. 


CONTACT me for the Herb Sampson professional 
underwater movie camera cases, 16 and 35mm. 
Also, extra fine underwater rubber powered guns 
with detachable heads for small and large fish. 
Trigger machinism made of best noncorosive 
metals and each one tested for trigger pull and 
accuracy. | use Herb’s equipment because | have 
found nothing better. Made by a skin diver—for 
skin divers. Dr. Nelson E. Mathison, 3515 East 
First Street, Long Beach 3, California (Professional 
skin diver). 


8mm UNDERWATER movie camera, Revere model 
88, and case with automatic pressurizing device, 
pressurizing case for any depth, $100.00. D. L. 
Marsh, 1453 Revere Avenue, Hayward, California 
—tTele: Decoto 2-3787. 


DON'T THROW that suit away until you see me. 
Expert repairs made on all makes of suits. Bill 
Toth, 10771 Leffingwell Road, Norwalk, Califor- 
nia. Phone TOrrey 4-2551. 


MANUFACTURERS’ Representative calling on skin 
diving dealers and jobbers in California desires 
additional skin diving equipment lines. Reply to 
Box 128-W, Lynwood, California. 


ANOTHER YEAR brings the sparkling snow and 
another crop of enthusiasts for America's photo- 
genic sport—skiing. Another year also brings new 
people who will become devotees to John Jay, 
his refreshingly dry humor, and his wonderful 
winter sport films. This year John Jay has com- 
bined the two fastest growing sports in America 
—skiing and spearfishing—into one spectacular 
film. You'll see skiing that you will never forget— 
in the Alps, on the volcano of Mt. Etna from the 
red hot crater to the blue sea 2 miles below, and 
in the fabulous Atlas Mountains of Africa, the 
unknown ‘“‘Snow-Bowl of the Dark Continent." 
Then he will plunge you fathoms deep in the 
ocean to get a first hand look at spearfishing. 
Lowel Thomas says ‘Don't miss this one; it’s out 
of this world!"’ Los Angeles showings are Decem- 
ber 1 thru 5, at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre. 





1911 So. Catalina Ave., 














DON'T FREEZE 


DIVE IN COMFORT 


PREWINTER RUBBER SUIT 


SALE ; 


© FOAM NEOPRENES 
* BEL-AQUA’S NEW 
IMPROVED SUIT 


© FOAM NEOPRENE 
SUIT KITS 


EL'S Aqua Shop 





Phone 
FRontier 5-6713 
FRontier 5-6327 


Redondo Beach, Calif. 











HOW TO KEEP 
YOUR EARS DRY 
WITH SAFETY 


A few skin divers have learned the 
hard way that it is very imprtant to main- 
tain equal pressure on both sides of your 
ear drum when going deep. If pressure is 
allowed to develop on one side of your 
ear drum which is greater than the pres- 
sure on the other side, the ear drum can 
be broken. This is the reason all divers 
frown on ear plugs at any time. It is also 
the reason most ear cups, hoods and such 
gimmicks are frowned upon for use with 
breathing apparatus. If the water pres- 
sure is sealed away from outside your ear 
drum, the compressed air of your “lung” 
will build up a greater pressure inside, 
and your ear drums may be pushed out- 
ward. For this reason “lung” divers have 
been forced to expose their ears and their 
heads to the water even though they froze. 





The Bel-Aqua Diving Hood eliminates 
all of these pressure problems while still 
keeping your ears dry and your head 
warm. You can wear this hood UNDER- 
VEATH the hood of a rubber suit and the 
suit won't leak. With your mask clamped 
into the diving hood you can equalize 
pressure on your ears by blowing air into 
your mask through your nose. This air 
is trapped OVER YOUR EARS applying 
an equal pressue on BOTH sides of your 
ear drum. 

With a Bel-Aqua Diving Hood you 
keep your ears and hair dry, your mask 
does not leak, and cannot wash off in the 
surf. Also you can enjoy the warmth and 
comfort found only in a Bel-Aqua dry 
suit while wearing a breathing apparatus 
in any temperaure at any depth. 


-----: Fill in coupon and mail today —————' 
To: 
Bel Ay 
WATER SPORTS CO. 
Dept. S-105 


3720 West 54th Street 
Los Angeles 43, California 


Please send me your new skin diving catalog which 
includes skin diving safety rules. Enclosed is 15c in 
coin to cover the cost of printing and mailing. 


Name- SS 


a ee ee a 
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Scott 


The world’s finestf-« 





DEALERS and DISTRIBUTORS 


Abercrombie & Fitch Company ... New York 17. New York 
Aqua Sport Divers . . . East Detroit, Michigan 

Donaldson’s Department Store . . . Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Ed. Brendamour, Inc. . . . Cincinnati, Ohio 

Emporium Department Store . .. St. Paul. Minnesota 
Fenjohn Underwater Photo & Equipment Co. . . . Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
The Higbee Company . . . Cleveland, Ohio 

J. L. Hudson Co. . . . Detroit, Michigan 

Kerr’s . . . Beverly Hills, California 

Lippman’s Sporting Goods Store . . . Detroit, Michigan 
Midway Marine, Inc. ... St. Paul, Minnesota 

Olympic Wholesale Company . .. Los Angeles, California 
Oshman Sporting Goods Co. . . . Houston, Texas 

Puget Sound Divers Supply .. . Seattle, Washington 

Reddish Brothers Hardware Co. . . . Toledo, Ohio 

Roos Brothers . .. San Francisco, California 

Southern Distributors . . . New Orleans, Louisiana 
Underwater Sports, Inc. . . . Miami, Florida 

Von Lengerke & Antoine . . . Chicago 2, Illinois 


In addition to the Hydro-Pak sales and service outlets, there are more than 175 Scott 
air-cylinder recharging stations located throughout the United States and Canada. Other 


dealers and distributors are being appointed as rapidly as proper selection can be made. 


Write today for complete. 
fully illustrated literature ! 


SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


322 ERIE STREET, LANCASTER, NEW YORK 





Ydro-Fah! 


nesiif-contained underwater breathing equipment 


Manufactured by Scott Aviation, makers of over a 


third of a million portable-demand breathing 
units for military and peacetime aviation, industry 
and the fire-fighting service. 

















IMBECILIC 
RECORDS 


By FREDERIC DUMAS 


In 1947, myself and other divers of the 
French Navy Undersea Research Group 
were asked to investigate an obstacle 
which had fouled the dragline of a mine- 
sweeper off Toulon. The bottom depth 
was shown by both sounding line and 
sonar to be 93 metres (almost 307 feet). 
We divers had to wait around half a day 
of fussing with boats and I was angry 
and impatient. I said, “Hell. let’s get it 
over, and, without thinking of the depth, 
made a rapid vertical dive. Instead of the 
big unknown wreck the sweeper people 
thought they had, I found the drag line 
stuck among small stones on a sandy 
floor. | swam fifty feet or so along the 
floor and picked an algae from the rock 
which I took up to demolish the wreck 
theory. I had a heavy attack of depth 
drunkenness while climbing to 200 feet. 
where the effect disappeared. My dive 
lasted less than five minutes. plus two 
minutes of stage decompression at ten 
feet. Afterward my only impression was 
that the dive had been stupid and reck- 
less. [t never entered my mind that it was 
“a world record,” and nobody else gave 
a damn, either. We didn’t tell any news- 
papers. 

Six years later, Capt. Cousteau and I 
were discussing the limits of aqualung 
diving to define them for The Silent 
World, and we put in the minesweeper 
dive as an extreme example of the depth 
range, because it had happened to be 
accurately fixed by the sounding line and 
echo-sound and the growth I| picked off 
the bottom. 

I was fortunate to come back from the 
minesweeper dive. | don’t think I have 
been lower than 250 feet since then and 
I haven't the slightest intention of going 
to the 300-foot zone again. Our work at 


the Navy Undersea Group and on the 
Calypso is to make diving more secure 
and to broaden techniques for studying 
the sea. 

Lately the newspapers have run stories 
about people who have beaten my “rec- 
ord.” I never considered myself a “cham- 
pion” in such imbecilic activity and I 
deeply regret ever having mentioned the 
minesweeper dive. I congratulate the new 
“champions,” particularly on returning 
alive. If their descents have been accu- 
rately measured, they have returned from 
zones in which two experienced divers 
have died while being scientifically meas- 
ured from the surface. 

The dreadful fact about this whole 
business is that any bold and ignvrant 
novice can swim down to 1000 feet if he 
pleases. It is very easy to go far beyond 
300 feet. The sea gives no warning and no 
resistance to such attempts. But the entire 





WORLD RECORD DIVE 
BY AQUALUNG 
Communique 


The French National Federation of 
Undersea Studies and Sports, main of- 
fice: Pavillion Flottante, Vieux Port, 
Marseille, learns from the press that 
M. Henri Chenevée claims a dive of 130 
metres (430 feet) by aqualung, without 
incurring any trouble. Therefore we 
think it our duty to inform all interested 
in diving that: 

1. To date every test dive with unim- 
peachable technical control has resulted 
in the death of the diver beyond 100 
metres (330 feet). 

2. All physicians and research spe- 
cialists on diving physiology estimate 
that diving beyond 60 metres (198 feet) 
while breathing air is dangerous. Beyond 
100 metres (330 feet) survival of the 
diver is a gamble. 

The Technical Commission of our 
Federation gives the above facts as its 
opinion. 

That is why the Federation is afraid 
that various stories in the papers, par- 
ticularly the dramatic account signed by 
M. Chenevée himself of his spectacular 
exploit, and the mania for breaking 
records, so contrary to the spirit of 
underwater exploration, will provoke 
new attempts, certainly dangerous, per- 
haps fatal, and without usefulness. 


The President 


(Signed) J. F. BORELLI 











teaching of diving physiology is that 
below 300 feet the sea is fatal if you are 
breathing air. Certain of the deep-diving 
maniacs have actually declared that they 
are super-human and diving tables no not 
apply to them. The record mania i. a 
grave danger to novices and can set divy- 
ing back if it results in deaths due to 
ignorance and bravado. Such contests «ire 
like people trying to see who can jump 
from the greatest height on his head. 
Depth records are the enemy of our s; ort 
and science. They add nothing to our 
knowledge of the sea. I strongly end«rse 
to my American colleagues the comm ni- 
que of the Federation and hope that all 
divers will pull together to save the s; ort 
from publicity seekers. Our job is to see 
that every novice knows his diving ta! le 
understands his equipment, and has « re- 
spect for the privilege of entering the 
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Meet a Hunter of Shark 


(Continued from Page 11) 


sharp teeth. The shagreen or armor }) ate 
of the shark is like heavy sand pa er. 
When a cannibal shark attacks ano: her 
shark its teeth in the front row are worn 
or ground down. If it didn’t grow ew 
ones, it would soon go hungry. But the 
dull teeth fall out and are replaced with 
sharp new ones. Nature has also given it 
more than one row of teeth. It has se\en! 

A shark’s mouth is circular and well 
under its nose. Thus it does not have to 
turn over to bite. Any position is a strik- 
ing one! 

Some people believe that a shark has 
to have a pilot fish to guide it in its search 
for food. Perhaps this belief came from 
the fact that the sucker fish, which is 
equipped with a sucker on top of its head, 
will hold tight to the shark and get a 
free ride. It only leaves its host when it 
wants to feed. 

Shark can be found in the shallows and 
depths of every ocean of the world. They 
thrive in the warm waters of the tropics 
as well as under the ice in the Arctic 
Seas. My shark fishing career took me 
into many of these seas all over this globe 
of ours! ™ 




















Powerful New C02 
Cartridge Type Gun 


@ ¥,” Solid steel shaft 
| @ Positive safety 
® Automatic line release 
1 











WESTERN JET 








Ask your Dealer to show you the Western Jet 
or order from 


WESTERN TOOL & SALES 
P. O. Box 743, Westminster, California 








The Only Gun that is 
Guaranteed for its life 


® Out-shoots, out-kills 
all rubber type guns 
@ Hardened detachable Sabre head 
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350 
FOOT 
DIVE 


OXYGEN- 
KELIUM 
MIXTURE 
USED 


Samuel Lecocq, Don Cal- 
houn, Clark Samazan 
and Zale Perry as seen 
from left to right, after 
successful completion of 
dive. Three hundred fifty 
foot tag exhibited. 


By SAMUEL LECOCQ 
(Observations on September 12th, 1954, 
record dive at Catlina Island) 


At last a record which by natural rights 
belonged to Southern California has been 
established by a group organized by Sam 
Lecocq of U.S. Divers. mecca of Lung 
Divers. 

Careful preparations, attention to tech- 
nical details, close teamwork and an un- 
flagging interest in exploring the depths, 
culminated in bringing to the U.S. the 
record previously held for over seven 
years by Frederic Dumas, member of 
Capt. Yves Cousteau’s Underwater Re- 
search Team. 

The dive took place at Catalina, pre- 
vious scene of other just as meritorious if 
less lucky enterprises. From the forty- 
two foot cruiser Anna-M J. C. Samazan 
entered the water harnessed in a triple 
unit lung filled with an oxygen-helium 
mixture carefully compounded to help 
eliminate the dangers of nitrogen narcosis 
and the bends. 

Dressed in protective clothing of foam 
rubber to avert the disastrous effects of 
excessive cold: well weighted down to 
overcome natural buoyancy with over 
forty-five pounds of lead, the diver slid 
down the shot rope in less than seven 
minutes to reach a sandy bottom approxi- 
nately three hundred and sixty-five feet. 


oa 





/isit Capt. T. A. Hampton = Phone 298 
British Underwater Centre, Dartmouth, 
ll types of Devon, England 
pparatus available to members. 
Diving Boots from 18° to 35° Diesel Cruiser 


Aqua-Lungs—P. 40 AIR AND OXYGEN 
© members — P. 37-7-6d RECRARGING 


MEMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS 














The return to the surface was less rapid 
and more eventful. 

Met at two hundred and twenty-five 
feet by Perry Biven, Clark Samazan sig- 
nalled he was O.K. Although he later ad- 
mitted he was experiencing difficulties 
with his breathing. At ninety feet Sam 
Leceq brought down a tank of pure oxy- 
gen to be administered from there on to 
hasten decompression. Clark Samazan 
switched to oxygen, however he imper- 
ceptibly slipped down to a level below 
fifty feet. In short order the dreaded 
symptoms of oxygen narcosis began to 
manifest themselves, blurring of the vi- 
sion and twitching of the face. Conscien- 
tious of the fact that a diver brought 
back to a safe depth terminated decom- 
pression, clambered aboard and a day 
well spent came to a close. 

Why was Clark Samazan successful 
where others had failed? Mostly due to 
the careful forethought about the whole 
enterprise. proper equipment. luck per- 
haps, too; and not to be overlooked the 
fact that he was an experienced diver. 
This should be an encouragement for all 
divers, well tempered with care. The 
problems in skin diving are of a personal 
nature as well as of a general one ana 
should be faced individually with as 
much intelligence. cool headedness. and 
forethought as can be mustered. 

— “Le Bayseur” = 





New Jersey’s 

Complete Selection 
Swimfins —- Masks — Rubber Suits 
Snorkels —- Aqua-Lungs — Guns 


ROBERT KISLIN’S 


Sporting Goods 








| 710 Main Street Asbury Park, N. J. 





PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 





NEW 


ECONOMY AND 
CONVENIENCE 


Cornelius Portable Air Compressors offer 
skin divers an amazing variety of prac- 
tical advantages never before provided. 
Four models now available—all provide 
light weight, sturdy construction and 
unusually low operating cost. 


Cornelius Air Compressors are powered 
with heavy-duty AC electric motors or 
with 2-cycle air-cooled gasoline engines. 
Pure, clean air at pressures to 3000 PSI 


and capacities to 2 cubic feet per minute. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG! 
We will glady send you complete 
information 
THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562 - 39th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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“SCUBA” 


(Continued from Page 3) 

bag. Some of the later types have de- 
mand valves which perform this opera- 
tion automatically, but the majority must 
be hand-operated. This is not in the least 
difficult after one becomes accustomed 
to it, but at first the diver may find that 
he has too much oxygen and floats like a 
cork, or has too little and not only sinks 
but also hasn’t enough to breathe. An- 
other danger stemming from this is the 
possibility that the diver might be pre- 
vented from valving some much-needed 
oxygen into his breather-bag by some 
eventuality such as becoming entangled 
in one end of a harpoon line which has 
a large fish on the other end, a not un- 
common occurrence. 

I must also add the inevitable problem 
of water getting into the apparatus. This 
problem invariably occurs in any type of 
diving gear with more or less serious re- 
sults depending upon the type of gear. 
Water in the hoses of a compressed air 
lung is easily exhausted after a little prac- 
tice in shallow water. It is accomplished 
by lying on the back and raising the 
hoses and mouthpiece as far above the 
regulator as possible. The attending out- 
rush of air removes any water in the 
hoses. The story is not quite so simple in 


rebreathers. The water gets into the bary- 


lime cannister and breather-bag, from 
whence it is practically impossible to re- 
move. Water in the carbon dioxide ab- 
sorbent is doubly dangerous since it not 
only restricts the passage of oxygen, but 
also drastically reduces the absorbtive 
powers of the barylime. In addition, if 
sodalime is used (a rather dangerous 
though common practice), and extremely 
caustic solution of sodium hydroxide is 
produced which can cause extensive lung 
damage if inhaled. 

Aside from these more dangerous as- 
pects of the recirculating apparatus, there 
are others which. though not as danger- 
ous, still can cause discomfort. If the 
carbon dioxide absorbent loses its effi- 
ciency either by wetting or over-use, the 
resulting high concentration of the gas in 
the recirculated oxygen can cause, among 
other things. the “CO. headache,” which 
may last up to two days and resembles the 
familiar nitroglycerine or “Powder head- 
ache.” Treatment is almost useless, and 
aspirin can be eaten like peanuts with- 
out doing a bit of good. In addition, 
breathing of pure oxygen under pressure 
for extended periods of time can cause 
edema or irritation of the lining of the 
lungs which, though usually harmless if 
not aggravated, can lower the diver’s re- 
sistance to colds and lung infections. 

These are the common faults of the re- 





It's 
NEW! 





It's 
SAFE! 





It's 
LIGHT! 


SUPREME 
DIVERS 


MOUTHPIECE 


(Patent Pending) 


* Light weight for extra comfort 
* Oversize bite retained for extra safety 
* One-piece scientific construction 
* Sturdy, light weight rubber 
* Built-in non-return clapper valves keeps 
water from entering regulator mechanism 
* Neck band holder clasps for added safety 
* Extra check valves keep tubes clear of 
all impure gases 
Mouthpiece Only — $14.95 
With Bellows Tube — $17.95 
POSTAGE PREPAID 


Choice of 40” or 58” overall length 





LESS $5.00 TRADE-IN 
For your old mouthpiece 











Supreme Divers 
2036'N. Front St. 
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania 





DEALER AND DISTRIBUTOR 
INQUIRIES INVITED 
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circulating type of gear, and though the 
danger may be lessened and in some cases 
eliminated by proper training and alert 
maintenance of the apparatus, the casual 
diver is apt to become lax in his methods 
and allow the danger to become a rval 
one. 

I must again point out that I do not 
condemn oxygen apparatus as necessar ly 


dangerous. It is good for the job {or 
which it was designed and is sound in 
principle. It is for the yachtsman w ‘io 


must find a lost article, clear a fouled p 
pellor, or inspect his hull. It is also tor 


; 


the serious salvage man who needs lig 
easily handled gear for preliminary _n- 
spection of a job in shallow water or ‘or 
light work, but it is not, in my opini: 


for the skin diver who must be flexible at 
moderate depths and who must make e- 
peated trips to the surface. The type of 
gear for the type of diving must be . e- 
termined by the individual, but he sho: |d 


know and weigh the merits of each ty »e 
before he makes his purchase. 

In closing I must state again the a 
old warning to the beginning diver. | 
will not go into the merits of the buddy 
system of diving, although I most « 
tainly feel that diving alone is inviti 
disaster, but I must stress the point that 
no matter what type of gear the diver 
chooses, he should be thoroughly tauvh 
the principles of diving physics and th 
use of his gear before he attempts diving 


7 


Fe 


Q 


at all. He should. moreover. learn to us 
his gear and how to cope with such things 
as water in his apparatus or mask under 
direct supervision of an experienced 
diver. He may obtain such instruction 
from a club member or friend, or from 
commercial schools such as that of Mr. 
Cross at the Wilmington Divers’ Supply. 
Such training may sometime mean the 
margin between a close one and a dead 
diver. 

A competent diver is a credit to the 
diving fraternity and enjoys his sport 
more, whereas a carless or untrained man 
is a potential headline and a menace to 
organized diving. ~™ 





EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving 
equipment? Do you have an idea for a 
better type of flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let 
me help you with your particular problem 
Whether it is the Development, Manufac 
turing or the Marketing of a new or old 
item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. JEfferson 2178 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 
Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods 
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California... 


SHARKS 
By CHUCK VALLANCE 


Every skin diver has hopes of some- 
day spearing a large fish. This chance 
yas afforded me when several weeks ago 
the Darrocks of La Jolla got in touch 
with me. They had seen some large black 
ga ass in the deep kelp. They speared 
and lost one along with all of their gear. 

Sunday morning we were ready to 
have a try for a big one. | was using a 
de luxe arbalete, rigged with two short 
ubl.ers, a 34 shaft with a swing barb slip 
point. I secured the gun to the paddle 
board with 100-ft of 1000-lb. test nylon 
line. 

Within twenty minutes after reaching 
the Jeep kelp I spotted several of the 
larg: fish in one group. They were down 
about forty-five feet and cruising along 
dowly. I dove and got a good side shot at 
one, result—I was fast to a good one. The 
fsh ran and tangled the lines around 
ewerv kelp stalk in the kelp bed. 

Paul, Douglas and myself spent a half 
hour trying to free the line. Paul went 
down and put another shaft in the fish 
but it later pulled out. 

I decided that if we were to get the 
fish up we would have to kill it. 

So I dove down and killed it with one 
shot from my powerhead. We got the fish 
utangled and after a mighty struggle 
got it onto my paddleboard. 

We came in tired and cold but with 
sins on our faces a yard wide. The fish 
weighed in at 170 pounds, was 5 ft. 6 in. 








lng and was 44 inches in girth. 

The following week Carroll, Barker 
ad Roy Young went out to have a try 
lr another big one. The water was 
murky with poor visibility. However, 
vith Carroll’s luck he tied into a 200 
pounder. The three of them plus Jim 
Bowers and Larson, both of La Jolla, 
worked on the fish for four hours. Then 
fnally killed it with a powerhead and 
hauled it into the boat. Carroll was using 
athree rubber gun of his own construc- 


JERRY'S 


D . * ‘ 2 
iving Equipment 
1036 Ave. “‘C”’ Redondo Beach, Calif. 
FRontier 5-4977 
Lungs from $29.95 to $300.00 


Water Skis, Paddle Boards 
Underwater Camera & Case $29.95 & up 


LISTEN 


to Coast Guard, fishing Boats and Marine 
Operators!—Crown Short Wave Converter 
for all cars $13.95 — Home radios $9.95 


Send 15c for new Catalog 
OPEN 8 TO 8 — 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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COAST OF MAINE 
NEPTUNES 


By DON LAMONT 


In the two distastrous hurricanes 
which hit New England, the Coast of 
Maine Neptunes lent a hand to the many 
unfortunate boat owners who lost their 
boats, moorings, and much _ valuable 
equipment in this area. Through sys- 
tematic search by teams of club divers. 
moorings were secured, and a great deal 
of valuable boat equipment salvaged 
from the harbor bottoms. This salvage 
was left in custody for claiming by own- 
ers. Not only did the club gain much 
favorable publicity, but the gratitude of 
boat owners as well. 

Spearfishing has been “lousy” since 
the hurricanes due to the poor visibility 
in the water. The sea water has a color 
like weak tea, but is gradually returning 
to normal. 

Our club is now engaged in moving 


tion with the same type slip head as mine. 
Both fish are entered in the Skin Diving 
Derby. I should have passed up my min- 
now and looked for a big fish. 

My thanks to Paul. Douglas and Allan 
Darrock, without whose help we would 
have never got either of these fish. >= 
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NEW DEsco Pole Gun 


The underwater gun of experts 
LIST — $17.50 


NEW DEsco Depth Gauge 


LIST — $3.00 


DIVING EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLY COMPANY 









WATER spopt cowl? MENT -_ 


| fun below the surface 





D ES CO America’s greatest name in SPORTS DIVING presents 


NEW DESCO Underwater Compass 


Radium faced 


NEW Esco Spear Pistol 


JOBBER AND DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


World’s Largest Manufacturers of Diving and Water Sports Equipment 


E Ss C 0 234 NORTH BROADWAY 










32'-\b. Carp speared in the American Lake, Tacoma, 
Washington, by Fred Shanaman, Jr 


several bushels of oysters from the upper 
Piscataqua river to a point nearer the 
ocean where the water is much cleaner, 
and where it appears the oysters will be 
able to live and grow under more favor- 
able conditions. The present oyster beds 
are becoming covered with a fine layer 
of silt and are gradually being killed off. 
The Maine Department of Sea and Shore 
Fisheries is very interested in our project 
and are having one of their biologists 
contact us. More on this next month. 


/ ESCO \ 





LIST — $12.50 


LIST — $10.00 





DEPT. $ 





MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 
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South Australia . . 


UNDERWATER SPEAR FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 


One of our club members recently re- 
turned from Western Australia duly im- 
pressed and somewhat scathing about 
local conditions. There is a great differ- 
ence in equipment, spearing conditions 
and varieties of fish between the various 
States. Western Australia and South 
Australia illustrate this variance remark- 
ably. 

Whereas the majority of spearfishing 
in this State is carried out over relatively 
shallow shelving beaches where the 
slightest variation in the condition of the 
sea drastically affects the visibility by 
disturbing marine sediments, Western 
Australias amazing extent of reef forma- 
tions which parallel the coast for hun- 
dreds of miles and extend up to several 
miles out to sea, curb the disturbing in- 
fluence of rough seas and create deep 
troughs and caves under and the behind 
the reefs. These provide ideal cover for a 
large variety of rock fishes and enable 
some of the larger pelagic fishes to come 
inshore and within striking range of a 
spearman operating without a boat. With 
an average visibility of approximately 25 
feet, gun maneuverability is not essen- 
tial, as the quarry can be sighted and the 
gun brought into position well before the 
fish is within range. However, a quickly 
maneuverable gun is a necessity for the 
spearman who hunt the murky river 


By DAVE FORDHAM 


waters for pan-fish black bream. 


Western Australia with its coastline 


waters enriched by the “Antarctic Drift” 
current, possesses a greater variety of 
fish than any other State and many of the 
species caught here for table purposes are 
spurned by the Western Australia spear- 
men. The principal fish speared over 
there is the Banded Sweep which together 
with the unbanded or Common Sweep 
occurs abundantly along all parts of the 
coast. Both species attain a weight of 
about 5 lbs. and being extremely inquisi- 
tive, enable the solid handspear to be 
used with deadly efficiency. The experi- 
enced spearmen hunt the deeper waters 
for Blue Groper, Sampson fish and the 
renowned Western Australia Jewfish. 
whose eating qualities are thought by 
many to be unparalleled among Aus- 
tralian fishes. The big “Jewie” is gener- 
ally located in 30-40 feet of water, 
whereas the Groper (species of parrot 
fish) wanders into shallow waters to 
feed, but both spearman and his gun need 
a lot of steam to get the big “blue” 
ashore. This fellow is a short, thick and 
extremely powerful fish. attaining a 
weight of at least 80-lbs. It’s body is 
heavily armored with thick chitonous 
scales and this together with its ability 
to dislodge the spear readily, necessitates 
spearing over short ranges in order to 





WALL ST. AT" HERSCHEL 


SKIN DIVER HEADQUARTERS 
for San Diego County 





SPORTGEAR FOR LAND & SEA 





RUBBER SUITS 





BILL TOWLE 








AQUA-LUNG SALES - SERVICE - REFILLS 
& INSTRUCTION 


Balsa & Fibreglas Surfboards 


LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 


‘Home of the La Jolla Skinsters’’ 


KENCO 


MASKS bd FINS e GUNS 
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obtain sufficient penetration. As this fish 
cannot be approached closely under 
water, one has to rely on its inquisitive 
nature to bring it within range, and most 
Blue Groper spearing techniques centre 
round the art of lying still on the bottom 
until the fish comes to investigate. The 
Sampson fish is a large pelagic species 
attaining a weight of about 60-lbs. and 
is sometimes lured into shallow watcr by 
burleying with fish gut or flesh bait 
The average pan fish is at least ©’ lbs, 
heavier than its counterpart here, whil 
the large varieties are at least 15 lbs, 
heavier. The big fish neccesaitat: the 
need for greater fire power and mor. fre. 
quent abandonment of the gun in « rder 
to use both hands on the quarry. The 
floating blunderbus usually carries 15%” 
rubbers, but for the big groper up to 8 
rubbers are used, loaded 5:1 with « spe- 


cial loading tool and foot bar. The a: cent 


is on a floating gun with maximun fire 
power. Maneuverability, pin-point ccu- 
racy and loading in the water—the ‘hree 
points most stressed in South Aust: alia, 
are considered but not empha: ized. 
Other principal types of weapon ai» the 
solid handspear and a 1%” rubber cray 
gun—certain of the club members d_ not 
bother with fish spearing but have cevel- 
oped specialized guns and techniques for 
poking about in caves and under ledges 
in search of bugs which abound in all 
Western Australian waters—being par- 
ticularly prevalent just north of Perth. 
The spring guns which are extremely 
popular here are unwanted in the West— 
for to find oneself anchored by a 6-ft. 
spring-gun jammed in the mouth of a 
cave in deep waters, after a 50-pounder 
had dragged it along the face of the reef. 
is not to be desired, particularly if it is 
desirable to get the fish ashore before it 
breaks loose and tears a few more square 
inches of skin from your body. 

So the conditions vary and to a South 
Australian visitor Western Australia 
seems a paradise after our marine des- 
ert. "> 
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California... 
AQUA EXPLORERS 


By GORDON DOWNING 


Our club is now suffering from grow- 
ing pains due to the publicity we received 
from having a booth at the Oxnard Com- 
munity Fair and our trip to San Quintin 
Bav, Baja Mexico. 

Future trips are being planned for the 
very near future with the important one 
being the trip to Anacapa for the big one 
that always gets away. 

lf any club is interested in trips to 
these islands, please contact us and we 
wil! furnish all the information. 

The addresses are: Aqua Explorers, 
Community Center, 7th and “C” Street, 
Oxnard, California; Gordon Downing. 
14-19 Alameda Drive, Oxnard, Califor- 
nia. Telephone Hunter 32731. 

We did open the Bug season with a 
handful of feelers but just a few Bugs and 
« we will close with GOOD HUNT- 
ING. >= 


California... 


BRENTWOOD HELL DIVERS 
By BILL GALLAGHER 


A couple of months ago some of the 


fellows at Emerson Jr. High decided to 
form a club, inasmuch as we all liked 
searfishing. The name selected for our 
cub is “The Brentwood Hell Divers.” 

We elected officers in the following or- 
der. president—Bill Welch; vice presi- 
dent Steve Detrich: secretary Bill Gal- 
lagher and treasurer Dave Williams. The 
rest of the members are, John Fisher, 
Mike McGinnis, Bob Mattis, Dave Stanly, 
Tom Braverman and Jack Ruthbard. 

Mose of us aren’t too well equipped as 
lo the “lungs, suits, etc..” but we all have 
ihe essentials, such as “fins, mask. spear 
and enthusiasm.” 

We would like to hear from any unat- 
lched spearfishermen (or women) in 
his area. Our address is 11451 Burnham 
treet. West Los Angeles 49. >= 





SKIN DIVERS 


@ TANKS FILLED 
© CERTIFIED AIR 
®@ AQUA-LUNGS 
@ SPEAR GUNS 
@ RUBBER SUITS 
@ MASKS - FINS 


SPORTLAND 


406 So. Lake Ave. 
PASADENA, CALIF. 
Mon. Eves., 9:30 SY 6-6505 
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DAWN LEVCHENKO graces the bottom of one of the clear springs in Florida. Picture was made by husband, Ted, with 
inexpensive box camera. 








California ... 
NEWPORT PROTEUSONS 


By JOHN SIBERT 


a nice 2-lb. Rubber Lipped Perch. The 
water was cold and a little rough, but we 
all had a good time despite the bad water. 

On behalf of the Proteusons, I wish to 
congratulate the Sea Cubs on their win- 
ning the Junior Championships at La- 
guna. 

All of those in the Harbor Area from 
10-16 years of age wishing to join the 
Proteusons. contact the following. Den- 
nis Tucker. LIberty 6-4949: Bill Wilson, 
HArbor 1157: Craig Cordrey. HArbor 
1648W. >= 


We are sorry to say that our advisor 
Ron Merker has entered the service. Bob 
Tucker, Vice-President of the Newport 
Sub-Mariners., is now our advisor. 

We had a beach meet the 18th of Sep- 
tember at Ladder Rock. Everybody 
brought their lunches and we ate on the 
sand. Dennis Tucker took first place with 
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How to beat the high cost of cold one 
with a “SUIT YOURSELF” 


RUBBER SUIT KIT 


SUIT YOURSELF’ kits are the original, time tested 
kits and are preferred by experienced divers every 
where. 


105 Full Suit $19.95 
{Including Connecting Ring) 


105A Jumper Only 10.00 
105B Pants Only ... 10.00 


Check these exclusive features 


@ Simply designed for freedom of movement and 
quick, easy assembly. ONLY 10 SEAMS. Anyone 
can assemble. 


Extra tough rubber especially treated to be salt 
water and sun resistant. 


Kits are complete with precut rubber, cement, patches, 
seam roller, extra scrap rubber and detailed, 
simple instructions. 


106 “Shorty” $13.95 
(Including Connecting Ring) 

106A Jumper only .. 7.00 3510 Manor St. 

106B Pants only .... 7.00 Los Angeles 39, Calif 


Elsewhere write for our illustrated brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF tonc Beacu 7, cau. 


So. Calif. Distributor 
D. L. DAVIS CO. 


P.O. BOX 7155 _ 
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SALE STARTS NOVEMBER IST - COME EARLY AND SAVE fell 

be m 

Diving Equipment Makes Ideal Xmas Gifts “A 

I] 

SKIN DIVING EQUIPMENT DEEP SEA EQUIPMENT ner, 

135 AQUA LUNGS (Jrs., Standards, Doubles, Triples) 2500 ft. Air Hose, Deep Sea Divers. ewe 
Limited number of Aqua Lung parts. 29 Belts, Deep Sea and Lightweight. ' 

200 Books, all popular diving titles. 1900 Copies of Lectures used in Sparling School ens 
8 Underwater Camera cases and assembles. (all technical subjects). - 
18 Underwater compasses. 15 Pair Chaffing Trousers. | \s 
1 High pressure air compressor (I.R.) 300 Air Hose Clamps. eenthy 
34 Depth gauges for skin divers. 8 Air Compressors. | .. 
59 Daggers, floating. 285 Miscellaneous couplings and fittings. b th : 
500 Decompression Tables for underwater use. 25 Pair Divers Cuffs. Neffort 
500 Decompression Tables for regular use. 800 Pair Divers Gloves. I Pire 
85 Rubber suits. 85 Helmet Cushions. Hicity 
15 Combination filler and gauges for Lungs. 750 Divers Dresses (U.S., British, and Jap). “ied 
10 Flipper and mask sets, for Juniors. 45 Spare Helmet Faceplates. _ 
285 Pair Slippers, all popular brands. 18 Divers Filters. Need 
22 Floating knives. 100 Miscellaneous Divers Gaskets. ganiz 
25 Hope-Page Mouthpieces. 250 Glasses for Helmet Ports. r Ou 
3 Desco Lungs. 35 Helmets (U.S. Navy, Commercial and Jap). ; ’ 
195 Masks, skin diving, all popular brands. 12 Underwater Lights. sik 2 
210 Arbalettes and other spear guns. 1 Ton of Miscellaneous Parts and Fittings. oan 
MANY OTHER ITEMS ALSO SPARE PARTS AND TOOLS —_ 


DIVERS SUPPLY 


1150 WILMINGTON BLVD., WILMINGTON, CALIF. 
TELEPHONES: TERMINAL 4-6007 AND 4-7777 e HOURS 8 A.M. TO 6 P.M. 


Write, Wire, or Call for Sale Price List and Save Up to 70% 
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LONE STAR DOLPHINS 


By BOB SPRINGER 


[his is to inform you of what is be- 


lieved to be the first and largest Under- 


water Diving and Spearfishing Club in 
the state of Texas. Officially formed Au- 
gust 5, we have snowballed into an amaz- 
ing 35 members, which is unusually 
unique due to the fact that the nearest 
waler where spearfishing may be prac- 
ticed is 150 driving miles from San An- 
tonio. 

We have elected permanent officers 
an adopted a charter, of which a copy 
is now in the hands of the State Game 
an’ Wildlife Commission for study con- 
cerning possible legislation making fresh 
wa'er spearing of fish legal in the State 
of Texas. Incidentally, we consider this 
one of our most important projects, and 
the entire Club is working towards favor- 
able passage of this bill. 

Officers elected are as follows: Presi- 
dent. Don Huntlye; vice-president, Bob 
Hamilton: secretary-treasurer, Richard 
Vanderheider; reporter, Bob Springer. 

Incorporated into our charter is the 
following paragraph which we believe to 
be most important: 

And it is decreed that all members 

ll! make themselves available for all 

nergency calls by any Municipal Or- 

nization, and/or the Red Cross to 
issist in the recovery of bodies, missing 
objects and aid in criminal investiga- 
~ ” 
‘on. 

\s evidence of the above the Club re- 
cently recovered the body of a small boy 
who drowned in the San Antonio River. 
Much favorable publicity was received 
by the Club for their prompt and untiring 
efforts after being called by the County 


Fire Chief, Cliff Holcombe. This pub- 


| licity extended to all media. i. e., news- 


papers. radio, and even on the spot tele- 
vision news reels of the Club in action. 
Needless to say. we are a well known or- 
ganization in this area. 

_ Our chief pastime this fall is qualify- 
ing as many members of the Club as pos- 
sible as Senior Life Savers. Our Member- 








TOP—Hank Nunokawa at Laguna Beach, California. 

5-Ib. Spotfin Croaker, September 12. Nisei Kelp Tanglers. 

BOTTOM—Bill Yamachika—9'/2-lb. Bull Bass, Laguna 
Beach. 


ship Committee Chairman, Captain E. J. 
Ambrosia, USMC. a Water Safety In- 
structor, has donated his time toward 
this end. Furthermore the Lone Star 
Brewery of this city has been most bene- 
ficial in that the President, Mr. Harry 
Jersig. has made available the use of the 
Brewery’s 11-acre Lake for all of the 
Club members. and has also provided a 
Clubhouse and Trophy Room. 

We are very interested in becoming 
affiliated with the Skin Divers Associa- 
tion and receiving the necessary rules 
and regulations concerning diving meets 
in order to qualify for the yearly mara- 
thons held in Florida. * 


-) 


California . « « 
NISEI KELP TANGLERS 
By HANK NUNOKAWA 

Our organization, the Nisei Kelp Tan- 
glers, formed in August, 1953, with a 
nucleus of eight charter members present 
at the initial meeting, takes great pride 
in being the first official Nisei (Ameri- 
cans of Japanese ancestry) skin diving 
club in Southern California. At present 
there are sixteen members from various 
sections of Southern California enrolled 
in the organization. 

The most enthusiastic skin divers were 
automatically elected officers. The Club 
is guided by the president, Bill Yama- 
chika: vice president, Hank Nunokama; 
treasurer. Sam Ichikawa: secretary, Joe 
Hamade, and publicity chairman. Roy 
Yamadera. 

For admittance to our Club the follow- 
ing qualifications are necessary: (1) a 
diver must be able te swim above and 
under the kelp water with an adequate 
understanding of the ocean; (2) to abide 
by all rules and regulations of the Club 
and the laws set by the State of Califor- 
nia, Division of Fish and Game; (3) to 
own all standard skin diving gear and 
to encourage safe and scientific opera- 
tions of all spears and other skin diving 
equipment. 

Regardless of bad weather and rough 
seas the Nisei Kelp Tanglers make regu- 
lar trips to the local diving areas near 
Zuma Beach, Palos Verdes, Laguna 
Beach and La Jolla. We can boast of the 
fact that we have been diving all winter 
and summer and despite dirty or clear 
water have had exceptional luck in bag- 
ging some nice catches of Bull Bass, 
Cabezone. White Sea Bass and Spotfin 
Croaker: we also get our share of fine 
abs and bugs. * 
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Again Available 
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Popularized by the Spearfisherman 


Extra Large Giant DUCK FEET 


With Medium Large Foot Size 


$12.95 
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7521 Clay Street 
Huntington Beach, California 























Oregon... 


OREGON SKIN DIVERS 
By RUSS WOLFE 


Our first Spearfishing Contest was 
held September 19 at Boiler Bay on the 
Oregon coast. It was a great success with 
about twenty-five divers participating. 
The contest was open to anyone with a 
mutual interest in diving. As this is a 
relatively new activity along our coast, a 
state policeman was necessary to guide 
the traffic of the onlookers and many 
comments were overheard both good and 
otherwise. 

The first place for the largest aggrega- 
tion of fish went to the team of Dave 
Payne and Tom Amerman with a total 
weight of 77 pounds of assorted fish. 
Tom came out of the surf mad as the 
proverbial wet hen when the age old ex- 
cuse “you should see the ones that got 
away.” This was verified by Dave as 
the ling was big enough to tear a hole in 
their net. Second place went to Duane 
Cross and Dan McMahon. their catch not 
being weighed as no one else caught a 
single minnow. All claimed poor visibil- 
ity. Frank Chase was awarded a pair of 
baby fins for a perfect shot on the largest 
piece of kelp ever taken on the West 
Coast. 

Charlie Solomon, our past president 
came back from Puget Sound with tall 
tales of monstrous ling cod in every hole. 
Of course. we figured another fish tale 
but up he comes with photographic proof. 
His cod topped the scales at a neat 38 
pounds setting what we believe to be 
a record. A few weeks later Jim Blan- 
chard of the Puget Sound Mudsharks 
dropped us a little note stating he had 
just speared a ling that hit an all time 
high of 42 pounds. Last time anyone saw 
Mr. Solomon, he had farmed out the 
family and was headed for the sound area 
with Ling cod in his eye. 

An open invitation to any and all mem- 
bers of California and Washington is ex- 
tended by the Oregon Skin Divers just in 
case they come wandering up in this neck 
of the woods. We may be contacted 
through Russ Wolfe, 3224 N. E. 50th 
Ave.. Portland, Oregon, Phone Murdock 
6346, > 





CHARLIE SOLOMON of the Oregon Skin Divers . . 
38-lb. Ling Cod. Notice the coveralls over the rubber 
suit . . . saves rips and tears. 


California .. . 


WATER DOGS (H20-K9s) 


By E. H. PERRY 


This summer has seen much activity in “ 
the Water Dogs, not only in the water . 


but in its housekeeping. The club has 
been completely reorganized. New ofb- 
cers, constitution and enthusiasm. Most 
of our members have successfully com- 
pleted the underwater safety course of- 
fered by Los Angeles County Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation. A long title but a 
long step towards underwater safety. We 
have been very fortunate, not one serious 
accident in the club er to its guests since 
our beginning July 21, 1951. We now 
have ten steady members shooting for 
twenty-five. 

Members are: Ed Peoples, Kenny 
Kemp, George Dombrowski, Brien’ Bu- 
chea, Wayne Kirkpatrick, E. H. Perry, 
Jerry Lane, Don Deyo. Dick Wilkinson 
and Roger Miller. 

Our next meeting will be headlined 
with the presentation of the first of the 
quartely plaques, given by the club to the 
member bringing back the largest edible 
fish. We also have our perpetual trophy 
which will get it’s first name next year. 

Bug season coming up! Now we'll see 


who’s the Pup and Who’s the Husky i 


California... 


“Y” FINS OF LONG BEAC 


By DICK GRIFFITHS§, 
and GUS STEVENS( 








The recently formed skin diving cluljj 
at the Y.M.C.A. is getting off to a big 
bang. The officers are: President, Dic 
Griffiths; secretary, Gus Stevensonff! 
treasurer, Charles Bennett. There a 
fourteen active members and a few pro; 
pective members. The club has held iw 
meetings, and meetings will be held on 
a month hereafter. The meetings will bl) 
held the first Tuesday of each month a 
7 p.m. 

On Sunday, October 17, we are going) 
to have a meet with the Arbaletes. Als 
on November 2, we are inviting the 4 
baletes and the Neptunes for a joint m» 
ing. There will be films shown for en'e 
tainment. 

We would like to extend our grea e@f 
appreciation to Rory Page for his wo 
derful asssitance in getting the club u 
der way. 

Honorary members are Dr. Parkhu 
and Rory Page. >> 




















ron 


Dick Shankel and Lee Kearney of the San Franc 
Diving Club with ling cod ond rockfish caught 
Fan Shell Beach, California. 


the H20-K9s. = 





Sat. 7.00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Sundays and Holidays 
7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 





y 
| STORE HOURS 
| 
| 


SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


Check This Location ... 


12008 So. Vermont 


LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
Phone Plymouth 6-2322 


STORE HOURS 
Weekdays 
10:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Renesas 5-9 P.M. 
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Here is the 
AQUA-LUNG 


Invented and used by Capt. Cousteau (author of the 
best seller “The Silent World’). The “Aqua-Lung 
is not an experiment; it has been used for eight years 
without one single casualty traced to a mechanical 
failure. It is standard equipment in the French 
Canadian, British and U. S. Navies, and the Universi 
ties of Washington, Wisconsin, Stanford, Berkeley 
Texas, M.I.T., U.S.C., U.C.L.A., Pomona College 
Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations, Fish and Wild- 
life Service, U. S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Navy type, unsurpassed in design and qual- 
fire departments, American Red Cross, shipping com ity, with short, soft skirt; comfortable fit on 
panies, harbor commissions, lifeguards, 20th Century the most sensitive faces. Will seal on frog- 
Fox Film Corp. (as in their masterpiece “The Frog- man suit. Widest field of vision, solid stain- 
men’’), and by thousands of yachtsmen, sports and less steel rim, shatterproof glass—the best 
commercial fishermen. insurance against accidents to the eyes. Of 
the seven American and foreign swim type 
face masks tested by the U. S. Naval Under 


Parkhu 


ee ee eas 


The most momentous invention since the conquest of 
air, the “Aqua-Lung” opens up a new and richer water Motion Picture Dept., U. S. Navy, only 
world to the pioneers of our generation. You, too, one, the French “SQUALE’ face mask was 
can enjoy the exhilarating experience of neutral found satisfactory $4.95 
buoyancy and, like fish, escape the laws of gravity 

. effortless motion in any direction! 


Do not trade your life for a few silver pieces 
why take a chance? Dive with the ‘Aqua-Lung” of 
proved performance. 


San Franci 
sh caught 
All units complete for immediate use 


. JUNIOR ('/, hour—no reserve) $125.00 
Husky i STANDARD (1 hour—air reserve) $160.00 
5 NAVY TYPE (2 tanks plus reserve) $260.00 


Pirelli 


Exclusive distribution of the famous Pirelli 
(Vulcanized) diving suit presently used by 
the Frogmen With Hood $70.00 


U.S. DIVERS CORPORATION 


1045 BROXTON AVENUE 
ARizona 9-8750 a BRadshaw 2-1596 
WEST LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 
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California ... 


CORAL CREEPERS 


By LIONEL GARCIA 


At the Council of Diving Clubs’ Jam- 
boree one of our better divers, Gilbert 
Dorado, took first place in the Junior Di- 
vision, and received a new Tarpon Gun 
as a prize. Since then Gil has been doing 
pretty good on bass with the gun. Every 
time Gil catches a fish he lets out a 
strange sounding screech through his 
snorkel, and we have been thinking 
about plugging it up, as he scares the wits 
out of us. 

We're glad to see Tony Bautista back 
with us again. He was gone with the 
Army for a while. 

On September 7 Daniel Garcia, Pres- 
ident Dick Fonseca, Vice President Gil 
Dorado, and Secretary-Treasurer Lionel 
Garcia went on a 3-day skin diving trip 
to Catalina Island. The water was warm 
and clear each day and several fish were 
speared. There were so many 3- and 4-lb. 
perch in the water that they became a 
nuisance when you would try to stalk a 
bull bass. The largest fish taken was a 
9-pound Moray Eel. speared by Lionel 
Garcia, which required five spears. He 
spotted it under a ledge and speared it 
with a hand spear in the head. He then 
returned to the row boat, grabbed an- 
other spear, and placed that one in the 
Moray’s head also. He did this four times 
and when the stubborn eel still didn’t 
come out Lionel shot an arbalete spear 
into the Moray’s back and yanked him 
out. When the eel came out. he was mad 
as a hornet and was snapping his Jaws 
at everything in sight. until Dan and Gil 
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AQUA-BO 


NEW ALL AMERICAN SPEAR GUN 


Professional engineering design has produced this 


gun. The result is a custom product of the finest 


materials for permanent accuracy and reliability 


@ Adjustable kick-bar for ease of loading 


® Automatic 'ine easy run no 


release 


@ Spear shaft and trigger assembly of stainless steel 


@ Adjustable power for close or exceptionally long rang 


——-— Fill In Coupon and Mail Today -———— 
To: CANOGA CORPORATION 

5955 Sepulveda Bivd., Van Nuys, California 

[1] Please send further information on the 
AQUA-BO 
Please enter my order for 
spear guns at $39.50 ea., 
(Check or M.O. enclosed.) 


Please send dealer information 


AQUA-BO 
freight collect 


Name. _ 
Address_—. i 


a ——Zone. State 
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California ... 
SONS OF THE BEACHES 


By ALLAN KENSINGER 


Three of our now six active members 
plus a prospective neophyte went North 
for a change. but with little success. We 
all got a few nice red abs though and 
found that was the place to get them; if 
you wanted to dive in water with about 
three feet visibility. | could have used a 
rubber suit too. 

It looks like Wade Nidever may take 
the six months’ trophy again — with a 
191, lb. Sheephead. He took the trophy 
last time with a 12 lb. Cabezon. 

While every member has a gun a few 
are now using Hawaiian slings and spear- 
ing perch, which we wrap in aluminum 
foil—toss in the fire, and later add salt, 
lemon or sauce and eat. Very good too! 
Now that it’s lobster season maybe we'll 
try boiling them on the beach after a cold 
trip in the water. 

Some of our oldtimers. (our club is 
over three years old, original spearfish- 
ing organization of Long Beach) use to 
brag about La Jolla but I’ve been there 
a couple of times and didn’t see much, 
although I don’t believe I was in the right 
place. Now that the World Series are 
over and Bill Lemon, Ed Blair, Wade. 
Roger, and Bob get caught up in their 
homework at City College maybe we'll 
make a trip down there. >* 


helped out with two hand spears in the 
eel’s head. 

If there are any other clubs in the East 
Los Angeles area we would like them to 
contact us at ANgelus 3-8810. > 
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ILLINOIS MASK 
FIN CLU 
By GEO. SATNES 


Greetings again from Chicago, wherd 
during this last month, a new club of un 
derwater enthusiasts was born. The na 
of the new arrival is “Illinois Mask & Fi 
Club.” The membership is as follows 
Walt Larsen, Mike Whelan. Ed Roote 
Paul Guy, Bob Plumbe and yours truly 
George Satness. Hold everything: I a 
most forgot our mascot, a respectabl 
gremlin whose name is “Glub.” We cho 
Glub because there is hardly any upk:e 
to a gremlin. 

The Club is rather unique in this ma 
ner: Every member is required to te 1c 
at least one non-member the fundan e 
tals of water safety, including the fine a 
of floating. 

Membership is extended to all who ar 
interested in furthering the interest o 
safe underwater activity. Responsibility 
of the individual member lies with th 
individual and the club as a unit is no 
and will not be responsible for the 1ais 
doings of any of its members. Any mem 
ber guilty of misbehaving so as to en 
danger himself or anyone else will be re 
moved from the club and not allowed t 
join again. 

Attention all you spearfishermen: Let’ 
get some laws on the books in the Stat4 
of Illinois to allow us to take certain o 
the game as well as rough fish. 


Write to: 
Mr. Glen D. Palmer, Director, 
Department of Conservation, 
Springfield, Illinois. 


When you write, please send me th¢ 
carbon copy so I can book it up for refer 
ence and compile names and addresses 
Don’t wait; get that letter off and let's 
get in some fishing real soon. 

Do you know the arm lift-back pres 
method? »* 








Mid-Western 


“SKIN DIVERS’ 


Service is our First, Middle, and Last nam« 
Come to us for any of your diving probler 
big or small. 
Quality Lungs 
®@ Aqua Lung, sales and SERVICE 
® Divair 
® Scott Hydro Pak 
Quality Extras 
| @ Rubber Suits—Bel Aqua, Seal, Suit Yourse'f 
| (kit), Sea Togs (kit). 
@ Masks, Fins, Guns, Cameras, Books, T-Shir 
@ Custom fabricotion of diving equipment. 
(Sport Diver) Depth Gauges, Hoe-- 
and Accessories 
| 


@ Custom 
nesses, 
“You name it, we have it 

or can get it for you.” 
| SPORT DIVER CO. 


1523 W. State St. Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
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Wisconsin ... 


MID-WEST AMPHIBIANS 
By LEE E. GLEASON 


Being the newest addition to this re- 
gions most active but least publicized 
diving club, I have become a 24 hour a 
day fan, of this thrill a second sport. | am 
planning to bring to you our club news 
each month. 

Labor Day weekend Fred Roberts 
and Chuck Stanley found a schooner 
near Fish Creek, Wis. It is believed to be 
they Hanover, which floundered and sunk 
nearly 100 years ago. The club plans on 
further explorations in the area this com- 
ins spring after the melting of the ice 
floes, leave the water fresh, clear and in- 
visorating. 

September 19 while exploring the 
virgin waters (from the standpoint of 
lungs) of Big Cedar Lake. near West 
Bend, Wis., we were informed that a fish- 
erinan had fallen overboard. Our tanks 
were practically empty, but we reached 
the scene as soon as possible and four of 
us began an organized search in the rap- 
idly fading light of a setting sun. Two 
men ran out of air and had to surface in 
only a few minutes. Fred Roberts found 
the body, at a depth of 30 feet, 13 minutes 
afier entering the water. Fred only had 
about five minutes of air left at the 
time. = 





IT GOT AWAY FROM A SKINDIVER Wo WAS THIS LONG 





SATNESS 


Frogman Supplies 


6801 W. GRAND AVENUE 
CHICAGO 35, ILLINOIS 


Aqua-Lungs, Hydro-Lungs, Desco Lungs 
All types suits, masks, snorkels, fins, 
floating knives, Flotos, Res-Q-Paks 
Rubber, gas and spring powered spearguns 
Compressors, gas or electric 
Books, clean diving air 
Catalog 25c—refunded on order 
Lung instruction, Safety procedure included 
with Aqua-Lung purchases 


Easy Pay Plan Discount to Clubs 
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California ... 


MARIN SKIN DIVERS CLUB 


By ADAM VORLAGE 


Greetings from Marvelous Marin. Sun- 
day, October 3rd the Marin Skin Divers 
held their first Club Championship Meet. 
\ fine turnout, and a lot of fish and aba- 
lone added up to a wonderful combined 
family outing and spearfishing contest. 
First prize for spearfishing was earned 
by one of our up and coming new mem- 
bers, John Hull, a student at Marin 
Junior College. Hull was in the water for 
over two hours and ended up with the 
largest aggrgeate catch of fish including 
a & pound sea bass. Runners up in the 
spearfishing event were Sam Yates and 
Chuck Thrall. Bob Bruce went down 
deepest and stayed the longest to bring 
up a 914 inch abalone which earned him 
first place in the abalone diving event. 


LOONEY GOONEYS—Pacific Grove, California. Club name makes a good caption. Photo by Lee Blaisdell, Monterey. 











Runners up in this event were Bud Arey, 
and our old veteran Sam Yates. Clear 
water and warm sun gave us a beautiful 
day and all members and families had a 
wonderful day at Sandy Grove. 


During September several new mem- 
bers were checked out in their aqualungs 
at Muir Beach. Drawing large crowds of 
marveling sunbathers, John Hull. Nick 
Estrada, Keith Collette, and Bob Sikora 
donned frogman suits, Aqualungs, and 
slipped beneath the waves for periods up 
to twenty minutes. All expressed their 
amazement at the ease and comfort of 
underwater swimming in full equipment 
and the beach audience was also de- 
lighted. 

The color slides and movies taken at 
our meets will be shown at the King Cot- 
ton Restaurant in San Rafael at the next 
regular meeting. 

Yours for underwater sport. >™ 





PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 





Artificial Lungs 
Rubber Suits 
Spear Guns 
Air Refills 














The Thrilling Year-Around Sport 





“Water Gill Products eS 


2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
Venice, California 


Our air has been tested 

purified by filter less 

than one 

gram of foreign matter 

per 100 cu 

test for health's safety 
You taste it 


Bay Area Dealers for DOLPHIN Rubber Suits 
Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 


Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 


UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 





Snorkels 
Frog Feet - Masks 
Locker Spece 
Quick Repairs 


millionth per 


ft. by actual 











Visit the fascinating underwater world 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
DIVING CLUB 


By W. EDWIN POE 


At the last monthly meeting the San 
Francisco Diving Club adopted a consti- 
tution and nodminated officers for the 
coming year. We are very optimistic 
about the future of sport diving in North- 
ern California, and hope we can con- 
tribute to giving the sport a reputation 
for sportsmanship and safety here in San 
Francisco. 

Two successful trips were made by the 
club in September, and each was blessed 
with good weather and clear water. Our 
catches were mostly rockfish. lingcod. 
perch, red abalone, and cabezon. On both 
trips our diving operations were care- 
fully watched by a curious group of sea- 
lions who at times approached within 5 
or 6 feet of our divers. So far the sea- 
lions have maintained a peaceful attitude. 
and we are all hoping they continue to be 
friendly. 

The elub swims every Thursday from 
5 to 7 p.m. at Crystal Plunge here in San 
Francisco. Any serious sport diver over 
21 residing in the Bay Area is welcome to 
attend our weekly swim and meet the 
members. ** 


Illinois . . . 
CHICAGO SUBMARINE 
EXPLORATION GROUP 


By DICK GUERINE 


This past Sunday ten of our boys went 
out to Green Lake in Wisconsin to set a 
new midwestern area record of a deep 
dive of 230 feet which we did. Enclosed 
is the procedure we followed: 

Two boats carried us out to the hole 
in the lake where we anchored them. an- 
other rope marked off at ten foot inter- 
vals was lowered as near to the anchor 
line as we could. The four boys who were 
going to try and reach the bottom paired 
off into two teams which consisted of the 
following: Team one—Bob Domkowski, 
age 20, a dental technician, from Chicago 


SALMON — Bob Bus- 
combe, Vancouver Bive 
Sharks, at Savary Island 
on the Campbell River 
with a 10-lb. Salmon 
just speared. Bob re- 
lates that this is the 
only Salmon speared by 
his club this year and 
the 10-pounder is very 
small compared to some 
of the big ones caught 
by the regular fisher- 
men. The magazine has 
received advice that 
Salmon pictures aren't 
the best publicity shots 
for the northwest div- 
ers, so take a good long 
look—it may be the last 
salmon to be shown on 
SKIN DIVER pages. 


and Don Hue, age 
20, an oxygen tech- 
nician from Des 
Plaines. Team two— 
Ron Domkowski, 19 
years of age, an en- 
gineer student from 
Chicago and Dick 
Guerine, 20 years of 
age, law student. 
from Melrose Park. 
Diving time includ- 
ing decompression: team one took 21 
minutes, team two took 27 minutes. 

We used a helium oxygen mixture in 
our tanks to cut down the chance of nitro- 
gen narcosis, wore rubber suits, fins, 
mask, and carried underwater lights. 
Three pairs of long underwear was under 
the rubber suits. At the bottom was noth- 
ing but “muck” and a temperature read- 
ing of 38 degrees, one of our boys took 
a thermometer down with him. Without 
the lights you could not see a thing, I 
know for I lost my light at the 145-ft. 
mark, As proof of our dive we took snap 
type clothes pins down with us and fas- 
tened them to the bottom of the rope leav- 
ing them there till we were all done and 
pulled the rope back into the boat. 

While we were on the lake a speed boat 





came up to us and a man whose two suns 
had drowned the previous day asked if 
we would please come and help them look 
for his sons body. Some of our boys gave 
up the chance to dive to go with the man 
and participate in the search. They were 
unable to locate the boys because of the 
water conditions. They tried for a couple 
of hours, however. 

Our club is the largest one of its kind in 
the Chicago land area with 18 members 
from all walks of life, ages from 18 to 
36. We have meetings every Wednesday 
and go diving every weekend, some- 
where. We are on 24-hour call for any 
emergency diving that may be needed. 
We helped in the Montros Harbor trag- 
edy in Chicago when the tidal wave hit a 
month ago. ** 





Box 227 
Phone 4541 





SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS 


in the Heart of the Florida Keys 


seahorse motel 


Special Summer rates as low as $3.50 a couple with private bath. 
Complete line of diving equipment, compressed air, tackle and boats. 


Adjacent to 8,000 foot airstrip 
Located on Gulf of Mexico 


Marathon, Florida 


Owned and operated by 
Wes and Cal Bartelt 
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Fabulous 
CORONADO ISLANDS 
Diving Trips 
Lobster, Jewfish, Sea Bass 
On the 42’ Diesel Sportfisher 


“HELEN V" 


Leaves every Sat. & Sun. at 6 a.m. from 
| Oct. Ist to Feb. 31st, 1955. Municipal 
Sportfishing Pier, foot of Fenlon St., San 

| Diego, Calif. $6.50 per person. 
| Open for Charter — 10 or less for $65.00 | 
$6.50 each over 10 persons, 20 limit 
Call AC 3-7018 - Chuck Gillam | 


Coffee, drinks, bunks, experienced skipper 
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California... 


SEA LANCERS OF 
SANTA MONICA 


By GENE DANIELS 


Underwater movies sparked the last 
meeting of the Sea Lancers. Isn't it 
strange how there is always a good crowd 
at «lub meetings on the night when the 
movies are shown? We also welcomed 
lonx time prospect Monty Somerville 
into the fold. Joe Corsi, the Santa Mon- 
ica Pismo Clam demon finally broke 
down and told all on how to take these 
delectible little morsels. That Joe is well 
on his way to become a professional lec- 
turer. Incidentally. since last month’s 
clam chowder, we have tried slicing them 
into quarter inch strips and quickly deep 
fat frying them. Once you have tried 
this. you will soon forget that lobster sea- 
son is back with us. 

Speaking of lobsters, it is quite ob- 
vious the season is back. After a summer 
full of lobsters under every rock. a hand- 
full of Sea Lancers broke the surface at 
that hot spot at Rufugio. You guessed it, 
dirty water and no bugs. These lobsters 
seem to know the Fish and Game Code 
as well as we do. 

We did have a wonderful beach party. 
almost too wonderful in fact! And as luck 
would have it. we met a man pretty well 





Portland, Oregon 


Tommy's Sport Shop 


7096 S.E. HAZEL 
PR. 1-4765 Day & Night 


WE RENT & SELL 


\qua Lungs Suits 
DIVAIR Guns 
Compressor Masks 


LUNG REFILLS—$1.00 


Mail orders filled promptly 
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Asociacion de Caoiadores 
Submarinos de Cubo-— 
Armand Piedra, Presi- 
dent, and Ignacio de 
Almagro, Jr., Vice- 
President. Vacadera 
Beach, Cuba. 


ASOCIACION 

DE CAZADORES 
SUBMARINOS DE CUBA 
By ARMANDO J. PIEDRA 


The Asociacion de Cazadores Subma- 
rinos de Cuba has been legally consti- 
tuted in accordance with the laws and 
registered in the office of the Gobierno 
Provincial de la Habana. 

Elections celebrated on the night of 
Sept. 10th, gave this result: President— 
Armando J. Piedra: Vice-President — 
Ignacio de Almagro, Jr.; Secretario— 
Carlos Garcia Ordonez: Vice-Secretario 
—Jose Angel Valls; Tesorero—Antonio 
Garcia; Vice-Tesorero—Manuel Castel- 
lanos: Vocales: Alberto Coya, Luciano 
Suarez. Marcelo Oms, Eduardo Gil. and 
Eduardo Ramsden. 

The address of our Asociacion is: Calle 
2 No. 26, Entre Primera y Tercera. Mira- 
mar. Marianao, Habana, Cuba. = 


known to you Northern California boys. 
Dale Orr, who had made the trek down 
from Vallejo, Calif. He did just about as 
well as the rest of us. Or as the boys in the 
know put it, “It wasn’t a June limit but at 
least there were no Lamias.” Let’s see 
you figure that one out. > 





ATTENTION LONG ISLAND 
SKIN DIVERS 


COMPLETE SELECTION 


SWIMFINS -:- MASKS 
GUNS _ -:- SNORKELS 
RUBBER SUITS 
AQUA LUNG RENTALS 


Sales — Refills $2.50 
Salvage Work, Underwater Repairs, etc. 


Harbor Marine & 
Sport Shop 


Northport, L. 1. Northport 3-2838 











UNDERWATER 
CAMERA CASES 
Custom made of clear 


plastic or metal to fit 
your camera and light meter 


Motion picture or still 
Complete external controls 


Discount to Dealers 
Call Volmer Jensen 


Production Models Shop 
104 E. Providencia Ave. 
Burbank, Calif. THornwall 2-8753 














DO IT YOURSELF 


Underwater Camera 
Box Castings 
Waterproofed 
(Impregnated) 

4,3 or 5%,% inside dim. 


| Box may be adapted for your own camera: 
Reflex, Miniature or Motion Picture 


y * wl 


10364 STATE STREET 
LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 








SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLIES 


Arbalete Guns, Masks, 
Snorkle Tubes, Spears, 
Frog Feet, Swim-Fins, 

Bel-Aqua Suits, 
etc. 


WOODY’S 


Sporting Goods 
127 N. Tamarind, Compton, Cal. 
NE 1-6728 


One Block north of Bank of America 














SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 


Pirelli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suits 
Vasks & Fins & Guns 





Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
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THE SERPENTS 
AND GUAYMAS 


By BEN WELCH 
as told to Jean Griffin 


Recently, Labor Day week-end to be 
exact, five members of “The Serpents” 
packed their gear and headed for Guay- 
mas for a four day diving holiday. They 
were namely, Ben Welch (who was 
accompanied by his family), Dick Gor- 
mandy, Joe McDonald, Harry Caldwell 
and Chuck Noah. This expedition was 
more of an experimental exploratory ad- 
venture than a game hunt as none of us 
knew about Guaymas or the water in that 
area. We were all very much impressed 
with what we found and are only to 
happy to pass the story of our experience 
on to readers of the SKIN DIVER. 

Guaymas as most of you know is lo- 
cated on the West Coast of Mexico and 
is approximately 800 miles from Los An- 
geles. We found it to be a delightful 
place — like something out of a story 
book. It is, to say the least, a paradise for 
skin divers. The water temperature is 
around 90 degrees. like diving into a 
warm bath, and the natives of the area 
informed us that it rarely gets below 65 
degrees. We were surprised to find the 
water kelp free and the fish quite plenti- 
ful. Guaymas has only been recently dis- 
covered by skin divers and the abundant 
supply of fish have hardly been dis- 
turbed. Many schools of small fish were 
in evidence and | judge the largest one 


we saw to be around 150 lbs. We were not 
fortunate enough to take one this size, 
however. We speared approximately 15, 
the largest weighing about 25 lbs. Sting 
rays were very plentiful and we speared 
three. 

We found that a boat and outboard 
motor are a must to gain access to the 
best diving locations. The best way to 
assure a successful trip is to “rough it.” 
Take along plenty of food, water, etc.— 
sleep under the stars and cook over an 
open campfire. This is not only less ex- 
pensive but is really a lot of fun. For 
those who want to rough it, 4 or 5 per- 
sons could make the trip for around $20 
each and virtually have a “Ball.” The 
facilities for camping out are exception- 
ally good. The camp is located right on 
the beach. well kept, clean and sanitary 
with the rest rooms and showers and is 
quite inexpensive. 

Guaymas is meeting the challenge of its 
new found friend, the skin diver, like a 
real trouper. We were informed that by 
next spring they would have available a 
station where Aqua-Lung bottles could be 
filled for approximately $1.50 — at the 
present time this is quite expensive. A 
lung is not a must to insure one of a good 
time. However, a lung is practically a 
necessity if one is after big game. This. of 
course, is true not only in these waters 
hut in other areas as well. 

[ heartily recommend that all skin 
divers, who have not already done so, 
visit Guaymas. If not. they are definitely 
missing a treat. °™ 





One Year Subscription—$5.00 


U.S. and Canada welcomed. 
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Lynwood, California 
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PESCAHSPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
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CHICKENS OF THE SE 


By STEVE HU 


Our club, “Chickens of the Sea, 
started as a notice on a L. A. High Schoo 
bulletin board late last spring. Slowly ; 
few boys called to find out what the 
notice was about. Our founder then go 
us together at the Hollywood YMCA «nd 
started to teach us the fundamentals nd 
safety precautions of skin diving. In ‘his 
he was greatly aided by Bill Walke 
the Kelptomaniacs. Also at the “Y” we 
saw films on spearfishing, water safety 
and rip tides. 

By the time the school semester en ed 
we had the basic skills learned and werd 
prepared to go on the first of what tur ed 
out to be an exciting and interest ingl 
series of trips. The trips were about ‘we 
weeks apart during the summer. On thre¢ 
of the excursions, twice to the Cabrlle 
Beach breakwater and once to Ballsod 
and Corona Del Mar. we didn’t get any. 
thing but sand dollars, sea urchins, «nd 
limpets. This was because of our inex 
perience and because we couldn’t see any- 
thing else. Later we went to the break wa. 
ters where we found a greater variety of 
life such as abalone, perch, and mackerel. 
Abalone, however, turned out to be our 
best catch when you consider our others: 
a few starfish, urchins. and other plenti- 
ful, but simple sea life. 

The winter program also includes an 
open meeting for all who wish to become 
members, to be held at the Hollywood 
“Y” at 1 p.m., November 6. Anyone over 
15 years of age who lives in the Holly- 
wood Wilshire district is welcome to 
come for refreshments. movies. and a 
swim. 

Starting in January 1955. a series of 
Undersea Lectures will be sponsored for 
members and guests and will feature 
talks and pictures on marine life by sev- 
eral university professors and marine 
biologists. All skin divers interested in 
this should contact us through the Holly- 
wood “Y” for more information. = 





Just Published! 


“SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendoll 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


pwewerd oy ea ay 
i ving Equi; and the 
— Sane Spearfishing 
Equipment and 
y " Techniques. 


Sy 
\ \ In addition to ready made equipment now avail- 


A able, there are many practical hints on equip 
\ ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 










your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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ostrica s-1 Has built-in 
snorkel, strong construction 
for deep-water use. $6.95 





“WORLD’S FINEST 


UNDERWATER 













SPORTS 





ostrica Specially E Q U i P M E N T ” 


recommended for the 
expert skin diver. $5.75 
(Perla, a lighter 
version, $4.95) 


"medusa s-2 Ideal for 
_». underwater observation, 
= ete. $10.95. With one ~ 







snorkel (not illus.) $9.95 ar 3 

| Made in Italy, a complete line of underwater Pr | 

sports equipment — world-renowned for the quality of es | 

i its construction and design. Cressi spear guns ~ See | 
5 ae ae : and spearheads, Cressi masks (featuring 3-ply VIS ‘2 
eee Safety Glass), Rondine fins, Carib and Capri 


snorkels and other accessories. Write for our large, 
fully illustrated catalog. 
































a 
$-—-~- ao — - amet _— 
tcernia sport #500 Spring-powered. most powerful gun of ita type $49.50 
——— <= 2 
ie torpedine sport #300 Spring-powered, accurate, perfectly balanced $39.50 : 
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Mathison and Fisher to photograph 
Caribbean undersea film for Jantzen 


On the first of November Nelson Mathison and Mel Fisher 








will lead an expedition to the beautiful coral forests and 


canyons off the coasts of Yucatan, Haiti, and Puerto Rico. 


The primary purpose of the expedition, which is being 





sponsored by Jantzen and other companies associated 
with skin diving, is to add to our fund of knowledge about 
what goes on under the waves. Mathison and Fisher will 
test Jantzen skin diving trunks, experimental diving 
equipment, and they will seek—and photograph— 

the giant tiger shark and the giant barracuda 

of the Caribbean. 

The entire journey will be filmed in 35 mm 
Kodachrome movies. Prints will be 

made available next spring 

to skin diving clubs and 


sporting goods departments. 


Nelson Mathison and Mel 
Fisher, leaders of the five 
weeks’ underwater safari to 
Yucatan and points east, are 
PIONEERS IN SWIMMING 


two of America's most highly 
respected diving pioneers. 


JANTZEN INC., PORTLAND, OREGON 








